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Unavailing 


Re 


pentance 


A Radio Sermon 


By REV. 


LENNARD DARBEE 
Seattle, Wash. 


“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 


—Luke 13:3. 


“He found no place of repentance, though he sought it 


carefully with tears.” 


Repentance alone brings man to 
the place where God will meet 
with him. While no one has been 


—Heb. 12:17. 


Which bespeaks the corruption of 
his own soul. The self-righteous 


THE GREATEST CRIME, 
THE GREATEST FAILURE 


THE GREATEST TRIUMPH 
IN THE HISTORY OF THE HUMAN RACE 


By EVANGELIST ROBERT J. WELLS, Associate Editor 


(Preached im the First Baptist Church, Mishawaka. 


Indiana. 


Sunday, 


Aprul 7, 1946. Mechanically 


recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


“Then delivered he him_ there- 
fore unto them to be crucified. 
And they took Jesus and led him 
away. And he bearing his cross 
went forth into a place called the 
place of a skull, which is called in 


them, and for my vesture they 
did cast lots. These things there- 
fore the soldiers did. Now there 
Stood by the cross of Jesus his 


--—_—_—__ —__ -_— 


have risen up and slain their fel- 
low men in cold blood and in das- 
tardly fashion and some of’ these 
crimes, because of their barbarity 


Sav c ' , mother, and his mother’s sister, d li ‘ruelty t 
ae ice aces agers aggeameoey man, like Job, now abhors him-/| the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they Mary the wife of Cleophas, and pe gee ‘sa edgy Pica a 
is pepeuted< "The ders oo aes self. The Christ-rejector now | crucified him, and two other with Mary Magdalene. When CRE conethtiile "es Annmiie By rhedianis 

. owns his need of a Saviour, and| him, on either side one, and Jesus : et 

hvsician.” ance i ye , , , . therefore saw his mother, and th?! ¢) hic 
a p D8 Pity ~ 4 ee ” the man who has been hiding from | jn the midst. And Pilate wrote a suas etaniie ~apgapialic ig 6 yest esa in which they were 
pee ion of 1e need for grace.| christ now finds a hiding place in| title and put it on the cross. And in e hy seer ~<a? . fe segue Se committed. 
, . 7 a , ; fed, > «Si Oo S O f 

T : word te “3 from the Ces Him. Joel 2:13 states it succinct-| the writing was, JESUS OF NAZ-| woman behold th. aaa’ aie As we read the pages of human 
metanoia, “to change one’s mind} ),. « dv heart. a not TAT: - . , y ails lenunilenee tan oe 
concerning.” More is_ involved Relea rail eagles sane ARETH THE KING OF THE! saith he to the disciple, Behold | "Story. beginning with the record 


than simply a new set of ideas in 


your garments, and turn unto the 


Lord your God.” A man will rend 


JEWS. This title then read many 


of the Jews: for the place where 


thy mother! And from that hour 


of the first crime when Cain rose 
up in wrath and, because of jeal- 


are af , Saving fai that disciple took her unto his 
place of the old ones. Saving faith | nis robes because they are not! Jesus was crucified was nigh to : ) ousy, slew his brother, Abel, fol- 
is moral, not intellectual, and real ) own home. After this, Jesus ’ : 
himself; to rend his beloved sins| the city: and it was written in ia ) lowing the continuous record of 
repentance, therefore, is a com- ) : knowing that all things were now 
, , are like plucking out his eyes, but| proprew. and Greek, and Latin. : > 
plete reversal of one’s inner atti-|. ’ ?, accomplished, that the scripture (Continued on Page 2) 
, . it must be done. Christ wants,| Then said the chief priests of the| ,; ae | 
tud There i inner revolu- ; : might be fulfilled, saith, JI thirst. 
+ pet oF aec apy em: ays Parte t yo weeping, but your wor- ri . 5 
not your ping, bul ¥y Jews to Pilate, Write Not, The] wow there was set & venne : : 
tion, embracing a change of mind ) Now there was set a vessel full of 
; ry ship; not your tears, but your King of the Jews: but that he 4 
toward self, toward sin, toward |, : ny vinegar: and they filled the 
’ heart. Your regret? Yes, but! said I am King of the Jews. Pilate | . 4 , “el 
God and toward Christ. The lover spunge with vinegar, and put it 


of pleasure sees the folly of an 
empty life. The _ self-indulgent 
man now despises the passion 


coupled to a new obedience. 
The Insistence Upon Repent- 


ance Is the Unchanging 
Demand of Scripture 


answered, What I have written I 
have written. Then the soldiers, 
when they had crucified Jesus, 
took his garments, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part; and 


upon th® hysshop, and put it to his 
mouth. When Jesus therefore had 
received the vinegar, he said, It 
is finished: and he bowed his head, 


a John came crying, “Repent! ; hi t: Ae en igs and gave up the ghost.”’—John 
Change your attitude; face your eae oe ae . ow ee 19:16-30. 
‘ins and put them away The without seam, woven from the top 
5 . 


axe is laid unto the root” (not “the 
fruit’). John bores down to bed- 
rock, to the root. Sin lies essen- 


throughout. They said therefore 
among themselves, Let us _ not 
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose 


I. The Greatest Crime. 


I have just read to you the story 
of the greatest crime, the greatest 


oe ee ee 


a tially in the choice a man makes,|‘* Sall be: that the scripture | failure, and the greatest triumph 
rather than his subsequent ac- might be fulfilled, which saith, in the history of the human race.| “= 
tions. There is sin in the desire of They parted my raiment among| The crucifixion of Jesus Christ 


which is not repentance for sin, y p | N d tory of the entire human race. 

rather than individual sin. God ou on ee a Now, the history of mankind is 

desires “truth in the inward Pick - Axe to Find replete with incident after inci- 

parts,”’ and it was there that John dent of gross crime. Man's his- - 
ae laid the axe. These Treasures! tory is black, dark, miserable and | ¥ 


Rev. Lennard Darbee 


sin, and no repentance is genuine 


Our Lord was plain in His de- 
mand for repentance. The prodi- 
gal received no kiss among the 
swine. He must first “come to 

(Continued on Page 2) 


We Wish 


You 


Had Been Along! 


By GRACE JEAN RICE and VIOLA WALDEN 
Secretaries to Dr. John R. Rice 


By GRACE JEAN RICE 


‘Here are some of the most 
precious treasures ever commit- 
mitted to print—some of the dear- 
est heart-treasures of the millions 
of people who have read them and 
loved them and lived by them. 
Yet you may have them—without 
digging, without the long, ardu- 
ous hours of Bible study, without 
the painstaking research—-with- 


was the greatest: crime in the his- 


bloody with the record of murder, 
slaughter and. massacre. Men 


De, Robert J. Wells 


Are Revivals An 
Extravagance? 


By the Editor 


If a church spends $5,000 on its local budget, including 
pastor’s salary, janitor, organist or choir leader, upkeep on 


Y bably read Dr. Rice's on 3s + oA my fie Se r + : 
wo at 0 caus ‘sue of THE|LORD and peoplé who had prayed building, heat, lights, and advertising, and wins fifty souls 
Sains tie THE LORD telling |for the work here. - in a year’s time, it has cost $100 for each conversion secured. 


of our recent thirteen-day trip to 
North and South Carolina. We, 


We felt thoroughly at home 
after a number of people in each 


But the average church that spends $5,000 on local budget 
does not win fifty souls a year through the local church pro- 


as secretaries to the editor, made | Place had come up and greeted us gram. The average is probably less than ten souls saved a 
the trip with him. Grace Jean}With the words, “We read THE year for such a church, according to denominational records. 
Rice, the daughter, went with him| SWORD OF THE LORD every 

to all engagements. Viola stayed week,” or, “We have always Southern Baptists are the most 

at the Charlotte office most of | wanted to meet you-—-we pray for aggressively evangelistic ot all; spent, gets results a great deal 
the time. Both had all we could|/Dr. Rice every day,” and said the larger denominations in the| better than the average. 

do as secretaries, It was a/| Other kind words to us. world. Yet in 1943, according to) IF a radio broadcast costs $100 
wonderful experience and we are/ First of all, we enjoyed the trip the official Southern Baptist), gay (many of them cost much 
still rejoicing in the things that we|down by car. The Lord was Handbook, th . ir individual | ore than that), there would have 
saw on this journey southward.!| wonderfully gracious in caring for churches spent for local church to be one soul saved each day 
Almost every day we thought “of|us on the trip. There was not a expenses only, over $49,600,000, | through the broadcast if the salva- 
the workers back home in the|single mishap—we never ran out (millions) while these churcheS| tion of a soul is not to cost over 


office and the readers of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and 
wished that all of you could have 


of gas, bent a fender, nor changed 
a tire the whole trip! The car 
was old—has been driven 59,600 


baptized that year a little more 
than 202,000 converts. It cost 
Southern Baptists $242.04 for each 


$100. Actually the average radio 
broadcast does not hear from one 
soul saved for even $1,000 expend- 


seen the working of the Lord in|miles—and we added 2,773 more|°Ut any more effort than just|convert baptized in the _ local} eq: It is obvious that to get a soul 
those one-night stands in eleven|in these thirteen days! But it ran | Sitting in a comfortable chair and/| churches. Every other large de-|saveq through the usual agencies 
cities in the Carolinas. Since until | remarkably well. It used not quite | Teading them! nomination in America “ had  a/ of fundamental, orthodox churches 


a few weeks ago Dr. Rice had 


as much oil as gas! Usually when 


This is a book of Christian 


smaller proportion of professions 


costs hundreds of dollars. 


never been in the Carolinas, we/the filling station attendant | classics, gems of literature. It is| Of faith “in Christ for the money! Those won to Christ in rescue 
expected to be satisfied with a/checked the oil he would pull out} not a book of sermons, though | Spent than did Southern Baptists. missions are won at much less 
lukewarm reception. Imagine our|the oil gage, take a puzzleq look| there are some sermons included If a rather small foreign mission | expense usually than those in 
surprise then, to be received with/and put it in again. Then apolo-| among the _ stories, essays, ac- society spent only $100,000 a year | churches. Money spent on rural 
such warm-hearted cordiality as getically, almost unbelievingly, he| counts of answered prayer, Bible | and had the remarkably fruitful|school evangelism and on _ child 
We have never had before. Wej|would say, “It looks like it is} studies and articles. results of 1,000 souls won to| evangelism and prison evangelism 


soon discovered that we were not 
among strangers, for at each 
place we found many, many 
readers of THE SWORD OF THE 


about three quarts low. I'll check 

it again!” After another try, Dr. 

Rice would say, “All right, put in 
(Continued on Page 7) 


Ore Samples! 
Here are some examples of 
what you will find in this incom- 
(Continued on Page 7) 


Christ, it would,still cost $100 to 
win.a soul. The truth is_ that 
foreign missionary societies that 
get one soul saved for each $100 


orings much better results for the 

amount of money invested than 

that spent on local church bud- 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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Unavailing 


(Continued from Page 1) 


himself,” then. arise and go to his 
father, 
over one sinner that repenteth.” 


“Joy shall be in heaven 


The rich young ruler was not in- 
structed, “Believe and live!” He 
must first rend his heart. “But,” 


“John never tells us to 


you say, 

repent.” Why should he? The 
synoptic Gospels ‘have already in- 
structed us to do that. John’s 


mission is to teach us to believe. 
If it be argued that this is not 
that 
truth came by Jesus Christ.” 
Lord's last 
ciples was that 


and 
Our 
instruction to His dis- 


grace, we reply “grace 


“repentance and 
remission of sins should be preach- 
ed 
tions!” The age of grace was here; 
but the 
call to repent remains forever. 


in His name among all na- 


the vail had been rent, 


Peter cried, “Repent,’”” on the 
day of Pentecost. That it is not 
merely a requirement for Jews is 
evident from Acts 11:18: As Peter 
reports to his Jewish brethren 
concerning his ministry, they cry, 
“Then hath God also to the Gen- 


tiles granted repentance’ unto 
life.” 
But what of Paul? When he 


speaks of “my gospel” is he not 
contrasting his message with that 
of Peter? Hear his own reply, 
“But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed.” Was he pro- 
nouncing a curse upon Peter? 
No, my friends, there ts but one 
gospel but in it repentance can 
never be divorced from belief, as 
Paul himself tells the Ephesian 
elders in Acts 20:20, 21, “I kept 
back nothing that was profitable, 
but have showed you and have 
taught you publicly, and from 
house to house, Testifying both 
to the Jews, and also to the 
Greeks, repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Repentance and. faith 
are here joined in indissoluble un- 
ion, and ““What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put 
asunder.” In Acts 26 Paul tells 
Agrippa that repentance was the 
burden of his message every- 
where, that he ‘“‘showed first unto 
them of Damascus, and at Jerusa- 
lem, and throughout all the coasts 
of Judea, and to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for re- 
pentance.” As for repentance not 
being necessary in our day, Paul 
told the men of Athens that “the 
times of this ignorance God wink- 
ed at! but now commandeth all 
men everywhere to repent.” God 
does not condemn men because of 
their sins. They are by nature 
the children of wrath. He con- 
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Repentance 


demns them because they do not 
repent! 
Repentance Encouraged 

Second ‘Peter 3:9 tells us that 
God is ‘not willing that any shouid 
perish, but that au should come to 
repentance.” What, then, mean 
the feariul words of our text con- 
cerning Bsau, that “he found no 
piace of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears’? 

Wwe answer that some Kinds of 
cepentance can never avail: 

I. A Carnal Repentance 
Caused vy tle rear ol 
Pumsnment 

Cain 1S vur ouisvcanaing exam- 
ple. His regret was not at having 
Slain brother, but the pros- 
pect of punisnment. Every man 
sorrows ior past sia when retribu- 
tion stares him in the face. To put 
it pointedly: Are you sorry enough 
for your sin to stop it? “Sin shail 


his 


not have dominion over you: for| 


ye are not under law, but under 
grace.” The gospel we proclaim 
is not a proclamation of _toler- 
ance for sin, but a proclamation 
of deliverance from it. No drunk- 
ard can cry himself into the king- 
dom of God; he must in his heart 
turn against, his drinking! God 
wants devotion, not your emotion. 
Some trees blossom that never 
bear fruit, and it is to be feared 
that many sharp soul-exercises 
are but the foretaste of Hell. Fear 
Saves only when it leads to action: 
“Noah, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house.”’ 

Real repentance leads to restitu- 
tion. One could indeed tell that 
salvation had come to Zacchaeus 
when we hear him crying, “If Il 
have taken any thing from any 
man by false accusation, I restore 
fourfold.” The Philippian jailor 
manifested his salvation by more 
than being baptized. It rejoices 
both the heart of God and man to 
find him washing the stripes on 
Paul and Silas. Some of you may 
have some stripe-washing to do, 
some restitution to be made, 

While dealing with restitution 
let us sound a word of warning: 
Penance is not repentance. In 
their Douay translation of the Bi- 
ble, the Catholics have the two 
words “do penance” where the 
word “‘repent” occurs in our Bibles. 
This is not a translation. The 
word is metanoia, ‘“‘to change one’s 
mind concerning.” Penance is hu- 
man effort to atone for some 
wrong, and this man can never 
do! For this reason, priesthood 
keeps men from repentance, and 
does not lead to it. We are to 
rend our heart, not our garments! 

Ii. A Transient Repentance 

Which Subsides With the 

Judgment 

Pharaoh illustratesy this more 
plainly than anyone else. Terri- 
fied at the judgments of God, he 
repented, but, with the passing of 
the plagues, he repented of his re- 
pentance. Mr. Moody had a friend, 
the superintendent of a mission, 
who had recorded his deathbed 
conversions. Two thousand who 
had been so listed regained their 
health and he asked the great 
evangelist how many he thought 
really lived for God. Mr. Moody 
judged the number to have been 
small, but was amazed to hear 
say, “Not two! Only 
one manifested subsequently by 
his life that he had been born 
again!” The’others did not have 
genuine repentance. 

In our home recently was an 
eleven-year-old girl. Having lost 
a nickel, she tugged at our heart- 
strings by informing us that she 
had wanted to give that nickel to 
the Lord. Upon finding it her 
philosophy underwent a_ sudden 
change. Let God dig up His own 
nickels, and she spent hers for an 
ice cream cone. 

Some of you, too, made resolu- 
tions when death confronted you, 
when you tossed on a sick bed or 
when your purse was empty, but 
what now of those vows, promises 
and pledges? 

The devil was sick, the devil 

a monk would be; 
The devil got well, the devil 
a monk was he. 

In your hearts you know full 
well that such a repentance could 
never avail. 


Hil. A Superficial Repentance 


Which Retains the Sin 
“Herod feared John, knowing 


that he was a just man and an 
holy, and observed him; and when 
he heard him, he did many things, 
and heard him gladiy.” 
less, he Yetained the wife whom 
he had stolen 
and there is no instance of par- 
don while a man persisis in his 
evil way: “Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the uprighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.” 


While John preached, Herod 
knelt to sublime things, but his 
heart was never bent to purity. 
Real repentance not only stirs the 
emotions, but it alters the conduct 
as well, 


Neverthe 


from his brother, 


Earlier in the recent.war when 
Rommel had swept aimost to the 
gates of Alexandria, the King of 
Engiand called for a day of pray- 
er, but with every available inch 
of shipping space needed for war 
material to the hard-pressed Brit- 
ish troops, one British brewery 
sent 19,000,000 bottles of liquor to 
the Libyan front in three months, 
and the alcohol sent them during 
the campaign would have filled a 
freight train fifty miles long! How 
can any nation expect the out- 
poured blessing of the holy God 
when it continues to insult Him 
with its wickedness and folly? 
England had rent its garments, 
not its heart. Hear the word of 
God in Isaiah 58, “Wherefore have 
we fasted, and thou, seest not? 
Wherefore have we afflicted our 
soul, and thou takest no know- 
ledge? Behold, in the day of your 
fast ye find pleasure, and exact 
all your labors. Behold, ye fast 
for strife and debate, and to smite 
with the fist of wickedness: ye 
shall not fast as ye do this day, to 
make your voice to be heard on 
high. Is it such a fast that I 
have chosen? a day for a man to 
afflict his soul? to bow down his 
head as a bulrush, and to spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him? 
wilt thou call this a fast, and an 
acceptable day to the Lord? Is 
not this the fast that I have 
chosen? *to loose the bands of 
wickedness fo undo the heavy bur- 
dens, and to let the oppressed go 
free, and that ye break every 
yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring 
the poor that are cast out to thy 
house ? when thou seest the naked, 
that thou cover him; and that 
thou hide not thyself from thine 
own flesh? Then shall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and 
thine health shall spring forth 
speedily: and thy righteousness 
shall go before thee; the glory of 
the Lord shall be thy rereward. 
Then shalt thou call, and the 
Lord shall answer.” 


IV. A Despairing Repentance 
Which Ends in Death 


Judas “went and hanged him- 
self.” Judas never changed his 
attitude regarding what he had 
done. The word used to describe 
his repentance is not metanoia, 
but metamellonai which means 
“to be sorry for afterward.” This 
is not enough, “For godly sorrow 


worketh repentance to. salvation 
not to be repented of: but the 
sorrow of the world worketh 


death” (II Cor. 7:10). 

Availing repentance involves 
more than remorse: It is seeing a 
deep need. Judas turned from his 
thirty pieces of silver, but he did 
not turn to Christ, and it is not 
what we turn from that saves us, 
but Whom we turn to: “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life; no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” Hope for you lies not in 
the scalding tear of remorse alone, 
but in a tear dropped from the 
eye of faith: A sense of shame, a 
longing to avoid sin, a crying for 
holiness, a turning to Christ. The 
crying need of this hour is a 
bugle-call to repentance, but in- 
stead men are being deluged with 
showers of spiritual cocaine. The 
man who insists upon repentance 
will not be popular, but the man 
of God is not a weathervane to in- 
dicate which way the winds of 
sentiment are blowing: He is a 
compass to point men to Christ. 
The loss of sin-consciousness is 
the loss of God-consciousness, 
since-men will not seek the Reme- 
dy until they are first aware of 
the ruin. The end of all gospel 
preaching is to cast the sinner 
trembling at the foot of the cross. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


crime on down to the event that I 
have just read to you about, and 
on beyond that, even to the hour 
in which we are gathered together 
in God’s house; although we can 
think back on some _ dastardly 
crimes, some horrible massacres 
and some terribly diabolic and 
criminal murders, yet we will ad- 
mit without question when we 
have thought carefully on the mat- 
ter that the greatest crime of 
them all, the most hideous, the 
most audacious, the worst, the 
vilest, and the most violent of 
them all was that of which we 
have just read—the crucifixion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 1 want to 
give you three reasons why I be- 
lieve that was the greatest crime 
in the history of the human race 


The first reason I would like to 
suggest is: 
1. It Was Deicide 
It was not homicide, It was dei- 


cide! It was when man, mere, mor- 


tal man, rose up and slew Al- 
mighty God! By some He was 
called a great Prophet; by 
others He was spoken of 
as ai distinguished Rabbi; by 
still others He was spoken of 
as the Messiah, the Christ, the 


anointed One, the promised One 
of God. The Scripture speaks of 
Him as Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
The Bible says that He was the 
Son of God as well as the Son of 
Man. He was the God-Man. But 
more than that, if you will read 


Anything less than that is shal- 
low preaching, and shallow preach- 
ing will get shallow results, 

At the end of an evangelistic 
service an ardent personal worker 
went to a giggling, gum-chewing 
young girl at the rear of the 
auditorium and asked her if she 
believed in Christ. Upon being 
told that she did, he assured her 
of salvation and hurried delighted- 
ly to the minister to inform him, 
“Miss Jones has just found peace.” 
“Peace?” queried the preacher in 
disgust, “When did she ever find 
trouble?” 

Should one listening to this mes- 
sage feel that he has no need for 
repentance, let us remind such an 
one that Paul speaks of ‘‘repent- 
ance from dead works.” Out of 
Christ there are only two kinds 
of works, evil works and dead 
works. You say, “But what about 
giving to the poor and living a 
good, clean moral life?” We an- 
swer that out of Christ “None is 
good, no not one.” These are 
dead works so far as our salvation 
is concerned, and men need to re- 
pent for ever having relied upon 
them.’ The purest, most refined, 
most cultured woman listening to 
me needs the same Saviour that 
the drunken bum in the skidroad 
needs. 


You say, “But, Preacher, you 
rub the cat’s fur the wrong way.” 


I reply, “Then let the cat turn 
round.” “The Lord is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart; 


and saveth such as be of a con- 
trite spirit.” Habakkuk .2:4 tells 
us, “Behold, his soul which is 
lifted up is not upright in him: 
but the just shall live by his 
faith.” 


The last man to tell me he had 
no need for a Saviour was both 
drunken and diseased, but sins of 
the heart are as damning as sins 
of the flesh. Many of you would 
repent and turn to Christ now if it 
were not for your infernal pride. 
Were it not for pride the Pharisees 
would have received Jesus as glad- 
ly as did His disciples and, but for 
pride, Herod would have wor- 
shipped Him as humbly as did 
the shepherds. God forbid that 
you should manifest such a spirit 
as theirs. “He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper, but whoso 


confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.” I urge you, 
therefore, right now, to “rend 


your heart and not your garments, 
and turn unto the Lord vour God.” 


“Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the righteoys man his 
thoughts: and let him'return unto 
the Lord and he will have-ffercy 
upon him;-and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” 


~ 
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your Bible carefully you will dis- 
cover that the One who was nailed 
to the cruel cross, the One who 
was slain in the account that we 
have just read, was not only a 
Man, nor the God-Man, but that 
He was in deed and in truth God 
of very gods, so that the One who 
was nailed to the cross of Calvary 
was God Himself. It seems horri- 
ble to contemplate. It seems that 
it is not only improbable, but im- 
possible that should have been 
been the case, and yet that is ex- 
actly what the Word of God 
teaches. The One who hung on 
the cross of God, The One who 
felt the pain of the nails that pierc- 
ed His hands and feet and the 
crown of thorns that was platted 
and placed upon His brow was 
God. The One whose blood was 
spilt, was God, and the blood that 
was spilt was the blood of God, 
according to the Word of God. 
Other hideous crimes have always 
involved only members of the hu- 
man race, but this particular 
crime, the greatest of all crimes, 
involved members of the human 
race slaying Almighty God on 
cruel Calvary’s cross. It was the 
greatest crime because it was dei- 
cide. 

Then, secondly, it was the great- 
est crime because 


2. He Was Humanity’s Greatest 
Benefactor and Was Killed in 
the Hour of Humanity’s 
Greatest Need! 


In all of the days of human 
history there had never been such 
a dark day as the day when Jesus 
walked upon the face of this 
earth. There had never been a 
day of greater need than in that 
day. There had never been a time 
when the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was more vitally nec- 
essary than the time in which He 
lived. And how did He spend His 
life? As you read carefully the 
Gospel accounts you will note that 
from the very beginning Jesus 
‘went about doing good.’ Now 
that phrase covers a lot of terri- 
tory and expresses many things 
that we will not have an oppor- 
tunity to discuss in detail this eve- 
ning, but Jesus Christ ‘went about 
doing good’ from the time He en- 
tered upon His public ministry 
until the time He criéd out: “It is 
finished” and bowed His Head and 
gave up the ghost on the cross. 
Jesus was interested in men and 
women: He was interested in their 
heartaches, in their burdens and in 
their very heart’s desires; He was 
interested in their problems and in 
their difficulties, in their pleas- 
ures, and in their spiritual needs, 
as well as in all of their suffer- 
ings. And He evidenced that in 
His public ministry. 

Helping at a Wedding Feast 

See Him at the very beginning 
of His ministry as He visits as a 
spetial guest a wedding feast. 
There is consternation upon the 
faces of those who suddenly dis- 
cover that the wine has been used 
and there is no more to serve the 
guests who are looking forward 
to more, Think of the embarrass- 
ment of the governor of the feast 

(Continued on Page 3) 


» 
Thousands are being challenged | 
and informed by . .. 


AND TIMES 


Galy $3.00 per year © Foreign $4.00 
Canada $8.50) 


CHRISTIAN LIFE AND TIMES 
411 Seuth Wells St., Chicage 7, Hilinols 


subscription to: 
Name 


CHRISTIAN LIFE 


Gentlemen: I am enclosing ee Bend 


City . Zone_._ State ua 
SCOeeecescoesesceessesseseegees 


©0600 88086068808666866880 


eonmmomnn sEND TODAY anampornne 
Dept. BW 


(ee 
~ ¥. = 


oa a ene 2 tem ot OO 2 2 2. | OULedl UCU66GmmelmlC(itiCr,lC.lCU UCU CUCU eee 


* _— p=’ -- ~ »- _ i 6S ———a — Sa —_ —_— a= - ~ ss - 


= 
SSSSSSSSSSSE FOSSSCSSSSSSSSSSESSESSSS 


‘Book of Isaiah “on ee 


Friday, May 23, 1947 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


The Greatest Crime, the Greatest 
railure, [he Greatest Iriumph 


(Cvatinued from Page 2) 


when he looked avout and discov- 
ered that the wiie was gone, the 
foiks were Wai.uusg more, and 
there was apparenuy no means at 
hand whereby ius additional wine 
could be suppucd. Then notice 
that Jesus, seeing some waterpoits, 
speaks a word io the servants, 
telling them to fiil the pots with 
water. They obeyed without 
question because Jesus’ mother had 
already so instructed them. When 
they poured the water into the 
waterpots, they iistened to Him as 
He said, “Draw forth.” And be- 
hold, that which had been water 
when it went into the pots had 
been marvelously transformed so 
that it came out as delicious wine. 
“Delicious wine,’ did I say? Yes, 
the most delicious wine that hu- 
man lips had ever tasted; wine 
that had been created at the hand 
of the One who created the world. 
Men drank of that wine and were 
so amazed that they marvelled, 
saying, ‘This is a strange thing, 
for ordinarily they give us the 
best wine at the beginning, and 
then that which is worse, but 
things have been reversed here and 
the very best wine is saved until 
the last.’ Jesus did that. Do you 
know why? Because He was in- 
terested in people. Because He 
wanted them to have a good time 
and because He didn’t want the 
wedding feast to be a failure. 
Healing the Blind, the Deaf and 
the Dumb 

Then as we read further, we no- 
tice the Lord Jesus Christ is al- 
ways helping people. He is always 
doing good. When people were in 
trouble, Jesus was there to take 
care of them. When a man was 
blind, Jesus spoke but a word and 
his eyes were opened and He was 
able to behold the light of day and 
the glories of creation. As He 
journeyed along and came in con- 
tact with those who were deaf, He 
spoke a word and those ears that 
had been stopped down through 
the years, perhaps from birth, 
were unstopped and for the first 
time in many, many years Or in an 
entire lifetime, people heard the 
music of the birds and the voices 
of their fellowmen. Ah, what joy 
was theirs when they were fre- 
leased from their prison of silence! 

See Him as He came in touch 
with those who were dumb. Only 
a Word was spoken and tongues 
were loosed so that they could 
speak for the first time. Consider 
the joy that must have been theirs 
when they found they were no 
longer speechless. 

Cleansing the Lepers 

Then, surely it must have been 
thrilling to walk with Him as He 
walked along and notice His re- 
action as He heard a certain group 
of people cry out: “Unclean! Un- 
clean!” “They were the lepers of 
His day. They were ostracized 
the outcasts of human society. As 
they walked along and saw others 
coming their way, according to 
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the law they must cry out: “Un- 
c.ean! Unclean!” Why? Be- 
cause others must not come in 
contact with them and become 
contaminated and contract a dis- 
ease Which they considered to be 
contagious in those days. Lepers 
were despised and hated by the 
people of His day, but that made 
no difference to Jesus. While 
others shunned them, He loved 
them. Other people refused to 
come in contact with them. They 
would make way for them, but not 
with Jesus for He permitted 
lepers to walk right up to Him, 
ind He stretched forth His hand 


and touched their leper’s flesh, 
and what was the result? In- 
stantly they became whole. Those 


whose flesh was rotting, decayed 
and corrupt; those who had even 
lost parts of their features, sud- 
denly discovered as a result of His 
touch and of His spoken word, 
word of God, that their flesh 
became like the flesh of a new- 
born babe and once again they 
felt the surge of strength, vitality, 
and warmth _of life flowing 
through their veins. That was 
just another sample of the minis- 
try of Jesus. 
Healing the Crippled 

As He walked. along, He saw 
those lying on beds of affliction 
and spoke but a word, giving the 
command: “Rise, take up thy bed 
and walk.” Miraculously, those 
who had been impotent for a life- 
time; crippled and maimed; were 
suddenly enabled by a surge of 


the 


new life in their muscles and 
nerves and bones to obey the com- 
mand, but instead of walking, they 
started jumping and leaping all 
over the place, rejoicing in the 
victory that was theirs over the 
disease that.had handicapped them 
down through the years. 
Casting Out Demons 

Ah, yes, if you follow the gospel 
records concerning the ministry of 
the Lord Jesus, you will find that 
He was interested in all of the 
afflictions of mankind and that He 
helped them as no one else could. 
When He saw people who were 
possessed of evil spirits, those who 
were not clothed in their right 
mind, maniacs, He spoke but a 
word and the evil spirits were 
cast out; they were freed from the 
power of darkness; once again 
the light of reason and intelligence 
came back into their lives and 


they were enabled to live normal, 
average, victorious and happy 
lives! The Lord Jesus Christ 


‘went about doing good.’ 
Feeding the Hungry 

You will remember the time 
that Jesus-went out into the wil- 
derness apparently rather late in 
the day. They had gone quite a 
distance from the city and the 
folks were amazed at the wonder- 
ful things He was saying. They 
said: ‘Never a man spake as this 
man. This is something new. This 
is simply wonderful! Why, we 
have never heard anything like 
this.’ 

I guess Jesus was about as hu- 
man as some of us preachers. He 
said: “They listen so well, I will 
just keep giving it to them.’ The 
more they listened, the most in- 
terested they became and the more 


He gave them until suddenly He 
said: ‘It is late. The time has gone 
by quickly. We will have to get 
something for them to eat.’ He 
spoke to His disciples, but they 
said: ‘We don’t have anything to 
eat and we don’t have enough 
money to get enough food for this 
crowd of people even if we did 
have time to go and get it.’ 


lad’s lunch.’ 


Jesus said: “That is sufficient. 
Bring Me the lunch.’ 

So they brought the lunch to 
Jesus and He broke the five loaves 
and three fishes and blessed them, 
divided and gave them to His dis- 
ciples who in turn distributed them 
to the crowd, and thus five thous- 
and men plus women and children 
were fed If the averages we 
have in audiences today held good 
back there, there must have been 


altogether. 
afterwards they gathered up the 
fragments so that there would be 
nothing wasted and there were 
twelve basketsful left over. Jesus 
used his miracle-working power 
for the simple purpose of feeding 
those who were hungry—those 
who had come out to listen to Him 
in the wilderness. He was ever 
mindful of the need of those with 
whom He was associated and those 
to whom He ministered. 
Raising the Dead 

One day as He was journeying 
along, suddenly He. saw a funeral 
procession and, beholding the pro- 
cession, immediately took in all of 
the circumstances. He saw a 
widowed women walking along be- 


Jesus said: ‘Don’t you have 
anything ?’ 
They said: ‘Oh, wo have a little | 


about twenty-five thousand people | 
Jesus fed them all and | 


hind the coffin and said: 


‘Poor widow woman, she has 
lost her husband some time ago 
and that was her only son. She 
was utterly dependent upon him 
for her support and her living and 
now he has died and they are 
going to bury him.’ Then He 
said: ‘I cannot allow that to hap- 
pen.’ 

Immediately Jesus walked into 
the midst of the funeral proces- 
sion and spoke but a word and that 
corpse got up out of the coffin 
as alive as could be and the widow 
came and threw her arms around 
the son and rejoiced in the fact 
that he had been restored unto 
her. Jesus didn’t have to do that. 
It wasn't necessary for Him to do 
that! He did it because He was 
mindful of the sorrows and the 
heartaches of the people of His 
day. Oh, what a Man He was! 
He had a power that no other 
man had. He had an ability to 
heal that was unknown in His 
time. With the opportunity af- 
forded by the indwelling, directing, 
leading and guiding of the Spirit 


of God, Jesus could have spent 
His life for many years as far 
as they knew, going from one to 
another, opening blind éyes, un- 


stopping the ears of the deaf, loos- 
ing dumb tongues, and cleansing 
the lepers, raising the dead, as well 
a healing heartaches, putting joy 
into homes, life into limbs and 
victory and joy into hearts and 
into society as a whole if He had 
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(Continued from Pege 3) 
been permitted to do so. Looking 
at it from that angie aivie, apart 
from any other consideration, it 
was a great tragedy that men oi 


His time should rise up to take 
Him to the cross, to drive nails 
through His hands and through 


His feet and pierce His side with 


a spear and His head with a 
crown of thorns. It was the great- 
est crime in the history of the 
human race, because He was his- 
tory’s greatest benefactor in a 
physical, material sense. Yet, they 
slew Him. They murdered Him! 
They spat upon Him! They did 
this in the hour of humanity's 


greatest need. 


It was the greatest crime third- 


ly, because: 

3. It Was the Murder of an 

Innocent Man 
They Examined His Works 

Yes, it was the murder of an 
innocent Man for although His 
enemies had been seeking down 
through the years for some rea- 
son, some means whereby they 
might somehow or another en- 
snare Him, trap Him, trip Him 


up and thus, deliver Him into the 
hands of the authorities, they 
found no \means of so _ doing. 
Though they looked over His life 
most carefully; scrutinized it as 
thoroughly as it was possible in 
those days; examined all of the 
records that were available; ques- 
tioned and interviewed witness 
after witness; and sought in every 
possible manner to find some- 
thing wrong with Jesus, they could 
never find a thing. They found 
that He was not guilty of trans- 
gressing the law in any manner or 
form whatever. They looked over 
His entire lifetime from the time 
of His birth; they sought to find 
some misstep, some misdeed, but 
they could find none. Those who 
despised Him, those who hated 
Him, those who sought to take 
His life, could never find anything 
lacking, anything unscriptural or 
unlawful in His life. 
They Checked His Words 

They they began to check His 
words They examined witnesses 
to see if they could find from 
them anything that was contrary 
to law, anything that would give 
them grounds with which to 
charge Him of treason or some 
other crime against the govern- 
ment, or of some crime against 
God Almighty! And although 
they examined the records mi- 
nutely with great care they could 
never find evidence of even a 
word that had been misspoken! 

Listen, my friends, if they had 
had the ability that God has; if 
they could have looked into the 
innermost recesses of the heart of 
that Person, they would not have 
been able to discover so much as 
one evil thought, let alone an evil 
deed or an evil word. Do you 
know why? Because the Scrip- 
ture records this tremendous fact 
about Him, that He “. . . was in 
all points tempted like as we are, 
yet sin apart” (Heb. 4:15). He 
was tempted like you have been 
tempted and like I have been 
tempted, but He never sinned! He 
never sinned! 

They Bribed Witnesses 

Finally ,though they could find 
nothing wrong with Him, no mis- 
deed,»not a word out of place, 


they said: ‘We've got to get rid. 


of Him! We've got to get rid of 
Him! We will bribe witnesses!’ 
So they. went out and got some 
lewd fellows of the baser sort and 
brought them in. They instructed 
these witnesses in stories they 
were to tell about Jesus and paid 
them well for the work they were 
to do. Then the court convened; 
Jesus was placed on trial and these 
false witnesses were brought in. 
One of them began to tell a story 
and as he opened him mouth and 
poured forth lies about the Lord 
Jesus, the Son of God, the chief 
priests, the scribes and the Phari- 
sees sat there and rubbed their 
hands in glee, and said: ‘We've 
got Him this time, for they will 
believe every word this fellow 
says. There is no way out this 
time. We are weaving a web from 
which He cannot escape this time. 
We have Him in our power! We 
finally have Him in our control? 
The witness finally ended his 


| 


testimony and was dismissed from 
ihe witness siand. But, of course, 
they were greedy and wanted to 
have. it well done and so they 
brought in another witness and as 
he took his stand and began to 
speak words to condemn Jesus, 
suddenly an amazing thing took 
place! The man became all twist- 
ed in his testimony and he could 
not get it straight! He said the 
very opposite of what the former 
witness had said and so the case 
should have been thrown out of 
court because the witnesses could 
not agree. They were not able 
to pin a crime on Jesus even 
though they bribed false witnesses 
for the purpose. 


They Bring Him to Pilate 


Ah, then, what must be done? 
The chief priest cries out: ‘It 
doesn’t matter. We'll forget the 
law. We'll set aside the normal 


way of doing things and because 
He calls Himself, ‘God’, we'll 
charge Him with blasphemy, and 
we'll demand that He be cruci- 
fied!’ 

So, they led Him out and finally 
coming to Pilate they cried: 

“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

Then Pilate took the One who 
was charged with being a crim- 
inal and examined Him carefully. 
He asked Him the various ques- 
tions he felt ought to be asked 
but he could find nothing wrong 


with Him. He felt that perchance 
Jesus was putting on a brave 
front. And so, he said: 


“We'll see if a good lashing, a 
good whipping will help Him out 
a little and perhaps that will make 
Him confess his misdeeds.’ 

So they took Jesus aside and 
had Him beaten with a cat-o’-nine- 
tails—nine long thongs of leather, 
with an ivory tooth or a piece of 
metal on each end—they took that 
and beat the Lord Jesus Christ. 
As the thongs wrapped themselves 
around His body, the ivory teeth 
dug into His flesh and tore out 
great chunks of it and Jesus en- 
dured it all! And when it was all 
over, He was questioned yet again 
but they found no difference in 
His testimony because everything 
He said was the truth. 

Finally, Pilate was convinced 
of His innocence and he stood be- 
fore the crowd and said: 

“I find no fault with this just 
man” (Matt. 27:24). | 

The record is clear! He said: 
“....I am innocent of the blood 
of this just person....” (Matt. 
27:24). But they cried out again: 

‘Crucify Him! We don’t care 
whether you find fault with Him 
or not! Crucify Him! Crucify 
Him!’ _ 

To make a long story short, 
because of the politica] pressure 
that was placed upon him, Pilate 
decided to turn Him over to the 
mob to be crucified. But_in order 
to save his own conscience he 
called for a basin of water and 
washing his hands he said: 

“IT am innocent of the blood of 
this just perSon; see ye to it.” 

He sought to place all the re- 
sponsibility for Jesus’ death upon 
the Jews who cried: “Crucify Him, 
crucify Him!” He didn’t want to 
have any part in it for he knew, 
first of all, that Jesus was not 
guilty of the crimes of which He 
was accused, and then he felt deep 
down in his heart that there was 
a pretty good chance that this 
Man was all that He claimed to be 
and so he said: 


‘I will wash my hands of the 
whole business.’ Then he turned 
Him over to the mob. They took 
Him and mocked, ridiculed and 
reviled Him; they beat Him; they 
bruised Him; they platted a crown 
of thorns and placed it upon His 
brow; they put a reed in His hand 
to become a mock sceptre. Then 
they clothed Him in purple and 
made fun of Him who had claimed 
to be their King. They took Him 
outside, found a cross and put that 
cross upon His shoulders. 

They Crucify Him 

Then Jesus stood and walked 
under the weight of that terribie 
cross. I want you to remember 
something about Jesus. He wasn’t 
a weakling in any sense of the 
word! Jesus wasn’t a smal] Man. 
Jesus wasn’t a light Man. Jesus 
was a powerful Mant I believe 
that Jesus Christ was the greatest 


it on up the hill 


specimen of phyical manhood this 
world has ever seen. Jesus’ life 
was lived perfectly. There were 
no sins in His life to rob Him of 
His strength. He lived a clean 


life, pure life. There was none 
of that which saps .the energies 
and strength of men in modern 


days. Jesus lived a perfect life, 
and as a result, when He stood 
before that crowd, He was the 
biggest, the strongest and the 
most perfect Man in the whole 
crowd. He was not a weakling, 
but beloved, Jesus had gone 
through hours of agony. He had 
suffered excruciating pain. He 
had endured heartache such as no 
other man had ever endured, and 
so great was the suffering of 
Jesus, this magnificent specimen 
of physical strength and man- 
hood ,that as He walked along, 
the weight of the cross was too 
much for Him and He stumbled 
beneath its heavy load. 


When Jesus, broken-down, ex- 
hausted, stumbled beneath the load 
of the cross, they called a man 
by the name of Simon of Cyrene 
and made him take the cross. He 
was not a white man. He was not 
a Jew apparently. He was a black 
man, but he took the cross from 
the shoulders of.Jesus and carried 
called Calvary. 

One of the first things I want 
to do when I get to Heaven is to 
find Simon, the Cyrenian and when 
I find him I am going to say: 

“Thank you, Simon; I-have read 
about you so many times and have 
always appreciated the fact that 
in the hour when those who were 
supposed to be His friends turned 
away from Him; in the hour when 
flesh of His flesh and blood of 
His blood were preparing to cru- 
cify Him and waiting to take His 
life away from Him; when men 
turned against their God, you went 
out and took His cross upon your 
shoulders. I want to thank you 
for that.” Simon is my friend 
and he will be throughout all 
eternity because of what he did 
for my Saviour in that terrible, 
tragic hour. 

They came to the top of the 
hill and in the providence of God, 
those men took Jesus and threw 
Him down upon the cross. They 
took His right arm and drove the 
spike through His right hand; 
then they took the left arm and 
drove a spike through His left 
hand. They drove the _ spikes 
through His feet. Then they took 
the Cross, lifted it upright and 
dropped it into the hole that had 
been prepared for it. The sinews 
and tendons of the body of Jesus 
were torn with the horrible thud 
us it dropped into the hole. They 
put dirt around it, patted it in 
and there hung Jesus Christ upon 
the cross. He was too bad for 
the earth and not good enough 
for Heaven. He was crucified! 
He was murdered! He was not 
guilty of any crime, not even of 
an evil act or word or thought, 
and yet, they crucified Him upon 
the cross of Calvary. The crown 
of thorns was still upon His brow 
and He hung there in excruciating 
agony. After awhile He said: “I 
thirst.” As He said this, they 
pushed up some terrible, bitter 
stuff for Him and Jesus turned 
His lips from it. He wouldn't 
touch it. Talk about inhuman 
treatment! Jesus received it if 
ever any man did. 

After the remarkable words that 
were spoken from the cross, the 
Lord Jesus Christ finally cried out: 
“It is finished.” Then He bowed 
His head and gave up the ghost. 
Down around the foot of the 
cross was the crowd that had shot 
out the lip at Him; those who had 
mocked, ridiculed, criticized and 
laughed at Him. They saw that 
His head was hanging, and finally 
after a little while the soldiers 
pierced His side with a spear and 
there came forth water and blood. 
Then the soldiers said to one an- 
other: 


‘He is dead. What a relief! I 
have been concerned about it. : I 
thought He might have been what 
He claimed to be ‘and then it 
would have gone hard with me, 
but now I don’t have to worry 
about Him any more. I guess He 
was just an 6rdinary mah and has 
deserved the fate He has received. 
I won’t be concerned about it any 
more for He is-dead. He is dead.’ 
So he echoed the words of those 
messengers from the cross. 

Then the word came to the chief 


priests and the scribes and the 
Pharisees and they said: 

‘He is dead. That’s good. That 
old imposter; that liar. He is not 
God. If He had been God, we 


couldn’t have taken His life. We 
won't have to worry about Him 
any more. 1 guess He was just 
an ordinary man and has deserved 
the fate He has received. We 
won't have to worry about Him 
any more for He won't take the 
attention of the crowd from us 
any more. He wont’ draw atten- 
tion to Himself now. We won't 
have to be embarrassed by His 
sensational teaching. We won't 
have to be embarrassed by His 
tremendous miracles, He is dead. 
He is dead!’ 

They had a regular Christmas 

time of Hell and gave gifts to an 
other commemorating the fact 
that Jesus the professed Son of 
God, the self-claimed King of the 
Jews, was dead. 
Ah yes, His enemies said: “He 
dead!” The demons in~Hell 
said: “He ic dead!”’ All about the 
foot of the cross there were others 
who said: “He is dead!”” The dis- 
ciples said: “He is dead. We can- 
not understand it. We had hopes 
that one day He would take up the 
kingdom and that we might rule 
and reign with Him, but that is all 
gone now. He is dead.” And, 
away from the cross they went, 
despondent, forlorn, forsaken, it 
seemed. The death of their Teach- 
er, their Master and their Lord 
was more than they could endure. 
They were shocked, dismayed and 
utterly defeated and they said: 
“He is dead!’ 

Yet, at the foot of the cross 
was another woman. She couldn't 
understand it, either. She couldn't 
understand how it could be possi- 
ble, but she said: “He is dead!” 
That was the mother of Jesus. In 
her heart she asked: ‘What mean- 
eth angelic lips? They said I 
would conceive and bring forth a 
child of the Holy Ghost and that 
I should call His name Jesus be- 
cause He was to savc His people 
from their sins. But He is not 
saving them. How can He save 
them when He is dead on the 
cross?’ Se couldn’t understand it, 
left the cross and went home with 
a broken heart, saying, “He is 
aead! He is dead!’ 

His enemies cried: “He is dead!” 
His friends cried: 
The demons in Hell cried: 


is 


“He is 


“He is dead!” + 


dead.” That was the greatest 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


The Greatest Crime, the Greatest 


(Continued from Page 4) 


crime in the history of the human 
race. 


Il. The Greatest Failure! 

But God was still on His throne 
and in His all-wise providence, 
that which was the greatest crime 
in the history of the human race 
actually became the greatest fail- 
ure, 

Every word that was spoken 
against Jesus; every act that was 
performed against Him was done 
according to the foreordained plan 
of God. The nails were driven 
through .His hands and His feet 
because God ordered it to be. 
Everything that was done was 
done according to the pattern that 
God had prepared before the very 
foundation of the world because 
the Scripture says that He was 
“the Lamb of God slain before 
the foundation of the world.” 
Those poor ignorant fools connived 
and conspired to put Jesus on the 
cross and didn't realize that ev- 
erything they did was working to- 
gether for good. Everything they 
did was working together to bring 
forth the fulfillment of the mes- 
sage of the prophets with refer- 
ence to the death of God’s Son for 
the sacrifice of their own sin and 
the sin of the whole world of men. 
They didn’t know it. How could 
they know it? They couldn't 
think in terms of the Bible and 
what it taught. They could only 
think in terms of their own selfish 
desires. They went on and on 
until they nailed Jesus to the cross, 
and they cried: “He is dead! He 
is dead! He is dead!” But as the 
verse of the hymn puts it: 

Death could not keep its prey. 


Jesus, my Saviour. 

He tore the bars away, 
Jesus, my Lord. 

Up from the grace He arose, 

With a mighty triumph o’er 
His foes; 

He arose a Victor from the 

_ dark domain, 

And He lives forever with His 
saints to reign. 


Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

That is.the honest story. That 
is the.actual fact. They puteHim 
to déath, but it wasn’t a peftman- 
ent death so far as Jesus wag;Con- 
cerned. He died! That is true, 
and we cannot take anything 
away from the awfulness of. the 
horrible details of that truth. His 
death*was a purposeful death. His 
death was a planned death. It 
was a death that had been pre- 
figured and foretold in the Word 
of God. And when Jesus died He 
fulfilled the requirements of the 
World of God in order that Hell 
might be defeated, that sin might 
be triumphed over and that sin- 
ners ‘might be freed and given 
eternal life through faith in the 
One who became a sacrifice on the 
cross of Calvary. 


And so, their plan backfired. It 
failed miserably and _ wretchedly 
when Jesus came forth from the 
tomb in greater power, if possible, 
and with greater influence than 
He had ever had before. Jesus, 
the resurrected One, was alive in 
spite of their planning and con- 
niving. He was alive with a risen, 
resurrected, glorified, almighty 
body. The greatest crime in the 
history of the human race then 
became the greatest failure in the 
history of the human race. 


Ilf. The Greatest Triumph 

And, strange as it may seem, it 
likewise became the greatest tri- 
umph in the history of the human 
race, because the Bible tells us 
that. the cross of Jesus became 
the throne of the King of Kings. 
It tells us that Jesus turned the 
cross, which was the mark of de- 
rision;. scorn and shame, into the 
Symbol of victory, honor, glory 
and triumph, for through the cross 
He conquered all of His enemies. 
When Jesus died and consequently 
rose again, though He died the ig- 
nominious death of the cross, He 
came forth by resurrection in vic- 
tory over Hell, over the Devil and 
all of the powers of darkness. He 
gave us.victory over sin; He gave 
us Victory over the grave, and He 
Bave us victory over death, ac- 
cording to the Word of God. Hell, 
the Devil, the powers of darkness, 
sin, the grave, death and all of the 
things that have terrorized hu- 


Failure, The Greatest Triumph 


manity down through almost 6,000 
years of human history, were all 
defeated 2,000 years ago in the 


death and resurrection of the 
glorious Son of God. What a tri- 
umph! 


When Jesus died, He put Satan 
where he ought to be. He dealt 
with sin so that we need live un- 
der bondage of sin no more. He 
dealt with the grave and robbed it 
of its sting and to those who know 
Him as their Saviour it is just the 
resting place of the flesh until 
the resurrection morn! For His 
own people know the moment the 
last breath is breathed and the 
heart stops beating, the _ spirit 
goes immediately to be with Jesus 
and God and shall be in glory for 
all eternity. 

And now, because of the mighty 
triumph of Christ, in death, in 
resurrection and in ascension, we 
have the promise of God that there 
is no death for those who are the 
children of God! And, more than 
that, thank God, there is complete 
victory over sin, death and Hell 
through the indwelling of “the 
Spirit of God who was sent into 
the ‘world as a result of the death, 
the resurrection and the home- 
going of Jesus, the Son of God! 

I have told you the story which 
is at once the greatest crime, the 
greatest failure and the greatest 
triumph in the history of the hu- 
man race. I have told you the 
story, my friends, which is the 
greatest story ever told. It is what 
the Bible calls the gospel, for we 
read in I Corinthians 15:1, 3, 4: 

“...I declare unto you the gos- 
pel. ..that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And 
that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day accord- 
ing to the scripture.” 

The Bible says that those who 
believe the gospel; those who 
trust the Lord Jesus, the One who 
died, who rose again, who triumph- 
ed over sin, the Devil, death and 
Hell when He cried out “It is fin- 
ished;’"’ those three words of gior- 
ious exulting triumph that were 
uttered by the dying Saviour, shall 
have everlasting life! The Bible 
says that if we will believe in 
Him and trust His as our per- 
sonal Saviour, all that He _ ac- 
complished on the cross of Cal- 
vary will be realized by us. 

My dear unsaved friend, I want 
you to know the blessings of vic- 
tory over death, sin and the grave, 
over the Devil and all the powers 
of darkness and I want you to 
know the glorious calling that is 
yours in and through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I am happy tonight 
to be able to say that no matter 
who you are; no matter where 
you have come from or what your 
background has been, God is will- 
ing, anxious and waiting to give 
you the benefits of Christ’s work 
on Calvary and to save you just 
now if you will only let Him. 

I am reminded of a story that 
Charles Finney told in one of his 
niessages. He was going to preach 
one evening in a_ Presbyterian 
church, Asvhe approached the 
door, a man came up to him and 
said: 

“Sir, are you Mr. Finney?” 

Finney replied: “Yes, I am.” 

He said: “I'd like to ask a favor 
of you. I wonder if you would meet 
me at the close of the service and 
go to my home with me. I would 
like to talk to you for a little 
while.” 

Finney said: ‘I'll be glad to.” 

Then he walked on inside the 
church, and when he entered some 
who had seen him in conversation 
with this man, asked him what 
the man had requested of him. 
Finney replied: 

“He wanted me to meet him 
after the service and go to his 
home,” 

They said: “Mr. Finney, don’t 
you do it. That man is the vilest 
man in this whole community. He 
is the worst character of them all. 
Don’t you do it, Brother Finney.” 

Mr. Finney said: “But I have 
already given my word and I'm 
going to keep it. I’m not going to 
let him down.” 

At the close of the service Mr. 
Finney met this man and together 
they walked out of the church, 
down a couple of blocks, turned up 
what looked to be an alley and 
journeyed along it a little while 


until they came to a door in 
something that looked like a barn. 
The man yeached into his pocket, 
pulled out his key and opened the 
door, He let Mr, Finney in and 
then put the key in the door and 
locked it again and then put the 
key in his pocket. It was before 
the days of electric lights and 
before the day of gas lamps and 
so the man lit a lantern, a little 
oil larnmp and when he had lighted 
the lamp, he took from his pocket 
a revolver and holding the gun 
in his hand, he said: 

“Now, Mr. Finney, don’t be 
afraid. I'm not going to harm you 
with the gun. I just want to ask 
you some questions. I heard you 
preach last night and in your 
message you said that the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son,” cleanseth 
us from all unrighteousness——-from 
all sin, and, Mr. Finney, I want 
to know whether you really meant 
what you said or not. Do you see 
this gun? This gun has been the 
means of murder a number of 


her over here and put’ her in that 
house. It wasn’t long until she 
discovered that I was not a broker, 
but I was a tavern keeper, a 
nrurderer and the worst kind of 
man, 

“I have gone home frequently 
drunk as can be and I have fought 
with my wife. Many times I have 
beaten her up. Just the other day 
I went home and when I got inside 
the house, she saw that I had 
been drinking heavily, expressed 
her disappointment and I fought 
with her. Little Maggie, my daugh- 
ter, wanted to save her mother 
from being beaten by her daddy 
and so she got between us and as 
she did, I reached out with my 
arm and knocked her away and 
up against a red hot stove and her 
arm was burned from her wrist “On 
up to the top of her shoulder, and 
she will never look like anything 
decent again. Now, Mr. Finney, 
what de you have to say about a 
man like me?” 

Mr. 


Finney turned to him and 


times. You don’t know where you ‘grabbing him by the shoulders, 
| said, “Oh, you're a terribly wicked 


are, but you are in my office and 
on the other side of that partition 
there is a saloon, In that place we 
sell every kind of liquor 
alcoholic beverage. We have beer, 
whiskey, gin and wine of all kinds 
out there. Some is good and some 
is bad—you can get anything you 
want. On the other side of this 
partition there is a gambling 
room. I have every kind of gamb- 
ling device known among men and 
it is as rotten as Hell. You couldn't 
win anything unless I wanted you 
to. 

“People have come into these 
places and gotten into trouble and 
I have taken this gun and killed 
two of them myself. My bartender 
has used this same revolver to kill 
others. 

“I just wanted you to know 
about all this and now I want to 
ask you—what do you have to 
say to me after knowing all this?” 

Mr. Finney turned to him and 
looking him straight in the eye, 
said: ‘““‘The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin.” 

The man said: “Thank you. I am 
glad to hear you say that.” Then 
he put his gun away. He said: 

“I’ve told you about the saloon. 
Men come in there and drink away 
their savings, drink away their 
pay checks. Many times it means 
the breaking up of homes, and it 
results in many broken hearts. 
Sometimes wives come and plead 
with their husbands to go home; 
mothers have come with babes in 
their arms to tell of rent that 
hasn’t been paid and the fact that 
they don’t have clothes for their 
children ang there is no money 
for fuel. They. beg their husbands 
to leave the saloon and go home 
and not. waste their money in 
drink.”’ He continued: 

“You know, I have had the bar- 
tender throw some of them out and 
sometimes I have gone in there 
myself and I have tossed some of 
these wives and even mothers with 
babes in their arms out of my 
saloon into the street, because I 
wouldn’t have them taking the 
men away from the bar. 

“Now, Mr. Finney, what do you 
have to say to that?” 

Finney’s reply was: “The blood 
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleans- 
eth us from all sin.” 

The saloon-keeper continued: 
“On the other side is this gambling 
den. Men have gambled there and 
have lost their entire life’s savings. 
It is an awful thing. Sometimes I 
let them win just a little to kind of 
tease them on and then they will 
plunge and lose everything. Some 
who have lost their life’s savings 
have gone out and killed them- 
selves. Others have taken entrust- 
ed funds and gambled them away, 
ang they have gone out to blow 
their brains out because they were 
ashamed to face the music. What 
do you have to say now, Mr. 
Finney ?” 

Finney said: ‘‘Listen, ‘the blood 
cf Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleans- 
eth us from all umrighteousness.,’ 
That’s what I have to say.” 

Then the man said: “But listen, 
Mr. Finney, look out that window. 
See that brown stone house on the 
corner? That’s my home. In that 
home lives my wife and my little 
daughter, -Maggie. Years ago I 
went away to New York City and 
met a beautiful, lovely girl and I 
fell in love with her. She fell] in 
love with me and I told her that 
I was a broker and asked her to 
marry me and she did. I brought 


and | 


man; you're as bad, vile and rotten 
as can be, but listen, this is what 
I say to you: “The bloog of Jesus 


Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin.” 

When he had said that, the 
saloon-keeper said: “Thank you, 


sir. Now you may go. I'll be in 
church tomorrow night.” 

So Finney left, and the man 
went on about his business. 


If you could have been there 
the next morning, you would have 
seen a Strange sight. You would 
have seen the man coming out of 
the door of that combination 
saloon and gambling joint. You 
would have seen a terribly, strange 
looking man, with hair all dis- 
heveled and his face grimy, dirty 
and stained. His clothes were 
Stained with sawdust and some 
kind of liquid and he looked an 
awful mess. It seemed as he 
stumbled aiong under the weight 
of tremendous emotion, ag though 
he had been out on a couple of 


weeks’ binge. But as he walked 
across the street, if you had 
slipped inside that building you 


would have noticed a_ stranger 
sight indeed. For the man had 
taken the swivel chair in his 
office and with it he had crashed 
out the partition that separated 
between his office and the saloon 
and the other one between his 
office. and the gambling den. He 


went into the saloon and broke 
the mirrors, the chandeliers, the 
furniture and the bar; he had 
broken all of the glasses, the 


dishes, and all of the bottles; he 
had taken all the barrels and had 
emptied them and the sawdust 
on the floor was swimming around 
in an awful mixture of wine, beer, 
whiskey and gin. Over in the 
gambling den he had Ilikewise 
wrecked the mirrors, the beautiful 
furniture and fixtures, the chande- 
liers and al] the gambling equip- 
ment. In the fireplace there was 
a little smoldering fire where *he 
had burned decks of cards, dice 
and other gambling devices. The 
whole place is a wreck! 


Then if you could have followed 
him, you would have seen him go 
up the stairs of his home to the 
second floor and On back to his 
den where he sat down in a chair 
with his head in his hands. Ag he 
sat there, his wife who was down 
stairs making breakfast, heard 
him come in and go upstairs and 
spoke to little Maggie, saying: 

“That's your daddy. He has come 
home for breakfast. You run up 
and tell him that breakfast is all 
ready'and that he can come down. 
He won't have to wait at all. Go 
now, before he becomes angry.” 

Little Maggie went up caut.ous- 
ly and slowly for she was afraid. 
As she got to the top of the stairs 
and saw her daddy in that strange 
position, she wondered what it was 
all about but she walked on. Then 
she said: 

“Daddy, mother says that you 
should come down. Breakfast is 
ready. It will be on the table when 
you get downstairs.” 

He lifted his head slowly from 
his hands and looked at his daugh- 
ter and said: 

“Maggie, darling, come here. 
Daddy doesn’t want any  break- 
fast. Come here, darling.” 

That was something she had 
never heard before. Those words 
had never fallen from her father’s 
lips before. She was_so shocked 
she didn't know what to do. So she 


turned, ran down the hall, down 
the stairs and said: 

“Mommy, Daddy says that he 
doesn’t want any breakfast, and 
he called me, ‘darling.’ He called 
me, ‘darling’.”” Her mother said; 

“You're wrong, darling. That’s 
impossible. That can’t be true, 
Now, you hurry up and tell him 
that his breakfast is ready or he 
wil] be angry. You made a mis- 
take.” 

“No, Mommy,” Maggie replied, 
“he said he didn’t want any break- 
fast and he called me ‘darling’.” 
And so, the mother went up the 
stairs and Maggie followed on her 
heels and as.they got to the 
top of the stairs she saw her hus- 
band sitting there with his head 
in his hands. She had never seen 
him in that condition before. She 
walked over and said quietly but 
rather fearfully: 

“Honey, the breakfast is on 
the table. Come down and get it.” 


Then he lifted his head from his 
hands again and said: “Come here, 
will you? Come here.’ She saw 
something in hig face She had 
never saw before; she walked over 
to his side and he pulled her over 
to himself with his right arm and 
then he called little Maggie. She 
came over and he drew her to 
himself with his left arm, and 
said: 

“Listen, I don’t want you to 
ever be afraid of me any more. 
You won't have to be afraid of me 
any more. Jesus sent you home a 
new husband and a new daddy. I 
will never drink any more. I will 
never beat you any more, because 
that preacher who is holding meet- 
ings in the Presbyterian Church 
Said in such a way that he made 
me believe it: ‘The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's Son, 
from all sin’.” 

That night he took his whole 
family and they went forward im 
the meeting at the Presbyterian 
Church and were gloriously saved. 
He later became an elder in that 
church and _ served the Lord 
faithfully for many years. 

My dear friends, Jesus Christ 
went to the cross of Calvary im 
order that He might send preach- 
ers throughout the world to tell 
you “The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, cleanseth us from all 
sin.”’ 

Are you willing to be cleansed? 
I have told you the truth. I have 
preached my heart out. I have 
given you everything I know to 
give you. Oh, my friends, will you 
accept my Saviour? Will you trust 
Him as your, Saviour? Will you 
let Him come into your heart? 
Won't you believe the gospel to- 
night? Won't you accept Christ 
now ? Won't you believe that Jesus 
died in your place and won't you 
let Him give you eternal life? 


My Decision-for Christ 


Evangelist Robert J. Wells 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Wells: 


I. have just read your sermon, 
The Greatest Crime, the Greatest 
Failure and the Greatest Triumph 

History of the Human Race, 
and\ I confess myself a poor lost 
sinner without hope. I believe that 
Christ died for my sins on the 
cross and He is willing to save 
me just now. So I confess my sin 
and guilt, I depend upon Him 
now and trust Him for salvation. 
I am writing this as my confession 
that today I take Christ as my 
own personal Saviour. By His 
grace and help I will seek to live 
for Him the rest of my life. 


Signed eeeveee eeeeeeeeeveee Meee 
BORE. Foc dns ou eae ea ee bes ese oe 
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agencies are received from mis- 
sions to the Jews. Yet there is no 
doubt that some people are de- 
finitely called to spend their lives 
in doing missionary work with the 
Jews and many are Called to help 
support Jewish missions. 


Souls Saved Through Mass 
Evangelism at Less Cost Than 


Practically Any Other Method | 

But the cheapest way to win | 
souls on a great scale, counted in 
dollars and cents, is to win them 
by mass evangelim, that in 
revival campaigns led by Spirit- 
filled evangelists. Single church 
campaigns have less expense for 
buildings, etc., than do union re- 
vival campaigns where large 
halls must be rented, but they 
often reach proportionately fewer 
people. By careful check through 
many years I have found that the 
best reputable evangelists have 
averaged at least one soul saved 
for each $10 spent. In these war 
years when expenses have been 
much greater, it takes more in- 
flated dollars to win a soul through 
mass evangelism than before, as it 
does through other agencies. In 
my early ministry for years the 
average cost of revival campaigns 
in which I preached was not over 
$3.00 per soul saved. 

In my last union campaign, it 
probably cost about $9.00, includ- 
ing the local budget and the love 


is, 


offerings, for each of the more 
than 700 public professions of 
faith. 

In Buffalo, New York, union 
campaign some years ago _ there 


were 997 public professions of 
faith on a $10,000 budget which 


covered remuneration of the 
workers and everything else-— ap- 
proximately $10 spent for each 
soul won to Christ, 

Even in the great union cam- 


paign in Chicago last year, when 
the committee had to pay $500 
each night for rental on the Chi- 
cago Arena, it was reported to me 


that there were some 2,800 pro- 
fessions of faith on a budget of 
$48,000, an average cost of about 
$17 per soul saved. 

In the great cities where ex- 
penses are much greater, a given 
sum of money will not win as 
many souls, but then city people 


have more money to give. But 
city or country, the amount of 
money which will win one soul 


when given to a local fundamental! 
Church budget, would win more 
than ten times as many souls if 
used in revival campaigns, led by 
sound, Spirit-filleg evangelists! 

In many, many congregations in 
America, totalling, I suppose, 
100,000 people, I have asked those 
to raise their hands who were 
gaved in the regular church 
Services, those saved in Sunday 
School, those saved in regular 
prayer meeting, those saved 
through young people’s meetings, 
through radio services, through 
tract ministries, and those won at 
home. Then I have asked those 
who were saved in special revival 
campaigns to hold their hands. The 
surprising and overwhelming re- 
sult was that at least four out of 
five, or approximately 80,000 out 
of 100,000, I estimate, said that 
they were won to Christ in special 


revival and evangelistic cam- 
paigns! Recently I rediscovered 
the figures of Dr. William E. 


Biederwolf in his book, Evangel- 
ism, and find that he, too, found 
this same proportion, that four 
out of five of the churcK members 
in ofthodox, evangelical churches 
claimed to have been converted 
and brought into the .churches 
through special revival campaigns! 
Everybody knows that only a 
minor fraction of the local church 
budgets are used for mass evan- 
gelism, to win four-fifths of all 
the souls saved and the people 
brought into the churches. Revival 
campaigns are the least expensive 
way of winnmg souls. 

Last week we published an 
article by Dr. Bob Jones in which 
he reporteq that of some _ six 
hundred ministerial students. in 
Bob Jones College, sixty-five per 
cent say they were won in revival 
campaigns led by evangelists! 
Seventeen per cent more were won 


By evangelistic pastors who gave 
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greatest number of preachers and 
missionaries are evangelists and 
mass evangelism! How can any 
intellingent person, without an 
axe to grind, without an ulterior 
motive, say.that revivals are an 
extravagance ? 
Mass Evangelism Also 
creases All Other Good 
Results 
Some one may argue that other 
Christian agencies do much else 
besides winning souls. That is 
trie. and other work is necessary, 
though they do nothing else as 
important as winning souls. But 
the remarkable truth is that re- 
vivial campaigns probably bring 
more of the other good results that 
are desired, for the money spent, 
than any other method. 
Experience proves that more 
young people surrender to full- 
time Christian service and go to 
Christian schools and colleges as 
result of revival campaigns than 


through all the other regular 
church services! 
More Christians are led to a 


separated and godly life in revival 
campaigns than by any other 
means supported by a like sum of 
money. 

More Christians are brought to 
liberal giving and tithing by the 
consecration emphasis in revivals 
fhan by any other means costing 
» like amount. 

And best of all, the churches 
that have revival campaigns win 
the largest number of souls in the 
regular services. Revivals with 
good, Spirit-filled, evangelistic 
preaching do more to build year 
‘round soul-winning work § than 
any other single agency. 

Satan Hates Evangelism and 
Evangelists 

Without mass evangelism, with- 
out special revival campaigns, 
Christianity would die out. There- 
fore Satan hates evangelists and 
evangelism. Often he gets good 
people to attack mass-evangelism. 


In March, 1947, issue of The 
Evangelical Christian, was an 
article, “Urban Evangelism—A 
Spiritual Extravagance!” by 


Robert E. Millard. Without giving 
a single fact or figure to support 
his} claim, the writer says he, con- 
cerning “evangelistic Campaigns 
as conducted in the urban centers 
of population, has reached the 
conclusion that such campaigns 
conducted by professional evan- 
gelists today are, by and large, a 
spiritual extravagance.” Again he 
says that “when the results are 
tabulated it is usually found that 
the conversions are very few and 
cost per capita is excessive.” He 
says, “Many thoughtful and pray- 
erful Christians .. are asking 
themselves if contributing’ to 
costly and unfruitful city evan- 
gelistic campaigns is not a misuse 
of the Lord’s money.” 

The only evidence the brother 
gives ig that he says he gave a 
glance at the chureh page of a 
typical American city of some 
375,000 population and found ad- 
vertisements of between fifteen 
and twenty evangelists in as many 
fundamentalist churches. They 
had pastors, so the’ evangelists 
were an extravagance, he says! 

The poor man must have some 
private axe to grind. He does not 
give a single fact nor figure, not 
a quotation from any pastor or 
authority. Yet he draws the stated 
conclusion that “urban evangelism 
is not a paying proposition in so 
far aS the Christian’s investment 
therein is concerned,’ and “that 
it ig a spiritual extravagance.” 

In answer to this article I wrote 
to Mr. Hunter of The Evangelical 
Christian the following letter: 

“April 15, 1947 
“Mr. J. H. Hunter, Editor 
“The Evangelical Christian 
“Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
“Dear Brother Hunter: 

“I hope to see you and have 
fellowship with you in Toronto 
during our Conference on Evan- 
gelism May 11-18. 

“However, I fear I will not have 
time to mention a matter that 
seems to me important, Some one 
has just called my attention to the 
article, URBAN EVANGELISM 
. ++ A Spiritual Extravagance! by 
Robert E. Millard in the March, 


1947 issue of The Evangelical 
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it is not a factual study, The 
brother saw some ads in a Sun- 
day paper, of churches advertising 
evangelists, and immediately wrote 
an article! In the secular world an 
article based on such hearsay, in- 
significant and ill-considered evi- 
dence, would not be respected. 
Why should the children of this 
world be sc much wiser than the 
children of light? Third, the 
brother uses the poorest type of 
evangelism as an example. 
Whether this is simply that he 
runs in poor company and has 
little experience, or whether there 
igs a very bad prejudice, a bias 
against evangelism, the result is 
still not good. Fourth, his article 
is utterly misleading and contrary 
to the facts as I, better than most 
men of my generation, have had a 
chance to know. 


“Remember that I wag a pastor 
for ten years, and a very success- 
ful pastor, leaving a church of 
some 1,300 members. Before that 
I was: a college teacher. In recent 
years, as editor of The Sword of 
the Lord, I have had the best pos- 
sible contact with the best soul 
winners in America. I have check- 
ed by actual count in great 
audiences in perhaps one hundred 
cities in America and have dis- 
covered again and again that ap- 
proximately four out of five of the 
members of the churches in 
America who claim to be con- 
verted, found Christ, they say, and 
were led to the church, by evan- 
gelistic campaigns. Since coming 
to that conclusion, I have re- 
discovered the figures of Dr. 
Biederwolf, who says he found the 
same proportion, by extensive in- 
vestigation. Yet no church in the 
land spends four-fifths of its 
budget for revival campaigns. It is 
obvious that to pay pastorg and 
choir directors and organists is an 
extravagance rather than evan- 
gelists, if one measures the value 
of these workers in souls won. 

“It has been my very’ great 
privilege to keep close check on 
the best evangelists in America 
for many years. I have felt myself 
bound, under God. to see that my 
own gifts went where they could 
bring the best results for God. I 
have just closed a union campaign 
in San Pedro, California, known 
throughout southern California as 
the hardest spot in the state be- 
cause it is a port area. Although 
special laws, labor unions, and 
other local conditiong made ex- 
penses unusually high, there was 
approximately one soul saved, 
carefully dealt with, in the inquiry 
room, for less than every $9.00 
spent. The secretary of the pastors’ 
group reported there were over 
600 of these public professions of 
faith, many of them Catholics, a 
number of them drunkards. A 
large proportion of. these would 


never have attended a _ regular 
Protestant church _ service. 
Throughout the years of my 


ministry aS an evangelist the cost 
of winning a soul by revival cam- 
paigns hag been-$5.00 or $6.00 
each, I estimate, including’ the 
local expense budget ‘and the 
remuneration offereq the evan- 
gelist. I have not kept accounr: of 
Pentecostal and Holiness evangel- 
ists, but I know that urban re- 
vivals, both those in churches and 
union campaigns, result in the 
salvation of thousands, at a 
lesser cost per soul saved than is 
true of the regular services of the 
church, including ali the pastor’s 
calling, his regular preaching, his 
funerals, the work of the Sunday 
School, local church radio pro- 
grams, etc. 

“The very best foreign mission 
groups do not have as many 
people saved for the money spent 
as do reputable evangelists. The 
last report I saw the China Inland 
Mission, reported thirteen pro- 
fessions of faith on the field per 
missionary per year, counting the 
remuneration of missionaries, their 
supplies, traveling expenses and 
necessary furloughs, that would 
mean that the very best foreign 
mission societies win about one 
soul for each $100 spent. I am not 


critical. I would be unkind aad 
wicked to say that foreign, 
missions is an extravagance. In 


charity I will not use those terms 


mind that I.have reporcs and print 
them regularly in The Sword of 
the Lord, on the work of the best 
soul winners. You would be sur- 
prised to find how rigid are our 
requirements for these reports and 
how carefully I verify them from 
pastors until I know they are 
sound and accurate. 

“So I can say as one who was 
very intimately associated with 
the raising and spending of de- 
nominational funds in general as 
registrar and teaciner in a 
Christian coilege, and as a pastor 
of active and successful churches 
for ten years, and now editor of 
an evangelistic weekly, as well as 
an evangelist, I have proven many 
times that $100 spent for evan- 
gelism, with a reputable, Spirit- 
filled evangelist, will get more 
souls saved than the same money 
spent in any other way. 

“I am very much grieved that 
The Evangelical Christian should 
print an attack on evangelism, 
particularly since it brought no 
facts but only bias and prejudices 
and unfounded statements. 

“Your brother in Christ,” 
JRR/vw John R. Rice 
Don’t Cut Down God's Fruit 
Trees 

In Deuteronomy 20:19, 20 the 
Lord commanded Israel not to cut 
down fruit trees even when attack- 
ing an enemy City. Every Chris- 
tian should beware lest he sin 
against God by criticising evan- 
gelists and evangelism, God's fruit 
trees through which He teeds and 
builds Hig churches, by His own 
scriptural appointment, 

I do not believe at all that the 
shabby attack by Mr. Robert E. 
Millard represents the real view- 
point of The Evangelical Christian. 
The fine editor, Mr. Hunter, is a 
godly man whom we have greatly 
respected for years, a brotherly, 
sound Christian. We believe he 
permitted the publication of that 
article because there has not been 
built up the proper godly senti- 
ment to protect God's best soul 
winners, the evangelists. We be- 
lieve that Mr. Hunter and The 
Evangelical Christian would not 
have printed @n article criticising 
even unsaved Jews as that article 
criticised mass evangelism and 
evangelists. There hag been very 
strict teaching on the sin af 
Anti-Semitism. Now we need some 
teaching on the sin of Anti- 
evangelism. 

Some months ago a godly man 
who was once widely used in soul- 
winning, wrote in his church news 
an editorial referring to “much 
wild fire evangelism, so-called, 
which has resulted in making vast 
numbers of hypocrites, rather than 
in winning souls.” 

This devoted and greatiy loved 
brother made two mistakes. First, 
what he said is an exaggeration of 
the facts. There ig not, as he in- 
ferred, “‘much wild fire evangel- 
ism” in sound, orthodox churches. 
There is relatively very, very 
little. It has not “resulted in 
making vast numbers of hypo- 
crites, rather than in winning 
souls.’’ Some souls have been mis- 
led and deceived, but I have found 
all over America that most of 
them were deceived by the pastors 
that took them into the churches 
unconverted, not by evangelists. 
There has been some “wild fire 
evangelism,” but it has been out 
on the fringes, principally with 
new cults and extreme groups, not 
with the solid orthodox churches 
to whom our brother referred. 
And it has not made “a vast num- 


written words did harm to the 
whole cause of evangelism. Besides 
being an unfair and exaggerated 
statement, it would and did 
arouse bad feeling against, evan- 
gelists and mass evangelism, and 
that was wrong. It was destructive 
and not constructive. 


The same beloved brother signed 
a manifesto against Anti- 
Semitism. I think he was right; 
I would have signed the same 
thing gladly. Our brother would 
not be wiiling to say one unkind 
thing even against unsaved Jews 
because it would stir passions and 
hatreds against the people so dear 
to God. He has had pressed cn his 
heart the sin of Anti-Semitism. 
Now the dear brother should see 
the sin of Anti-evangelism. 

Not every brother who makes 
remarks about Jews making lots 
of money or controlling some 
branch of industry is a friend of 
Hitler, but such remarks helped on 
Hitler’s bloody reign, his murder 
of six million Jews. Not every good 
brothér who follows the popular 
line of sneering remarks about 
evangelists intends to help the 
work of modernists and atheists, 
but they do. The sin of creating 
Anti-evangelistic sentiment is a 
very great sin. 

Brethren, let us care for God's 
fruit trees. Let us not bring up 
Sentiment against pastors. Let us 
not slander the work of Bible 
teachers. And let us make sure 
that we do not bring up sentiment 
against revivals and mass evan- 
gelism, which, humanly speaking, 
is the life-blood of the churches. 

With this in mind, we urge 
godly people everywhere to speak 
out and raise a sentiment against 
Satan’s wicked plan to have good 
men attack evangelists, 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


We 
two 


three drove 


average of 


quarts!” 
about 
miles a day during the thirteen 


an 
hundred 


days, and ielt it a special blessing 
of God that the car required no 
unusual attention. 


It was just the time of the year 
to appreciate the South. We left 
bare tree limbs and chilling winds 
in Illinois, and in one day saw 
the roadside turn into green trees 
and beautifully blooming moun- 
tainsides. We enjoyed the sunshine, 
the dogwood and redbud in full 
bloom, the high bluffs, the rivers, 
and haze-covered mountaintops 
through which the road wound. 
The Great Smokey Mountains were 
steep and beautiful. (Viola enjoyed 
the road as long as she was on the 
inside and could not look over the 
precipftte! -—~ Grace Jean.) We 
probably hindered somewhat Dr. 
Rice’s enjoyment of the scenery. 
One of us occasionally said, “Oh, 
Brother Rice, look at the road over 
there where we are going!” or, 
“Look down at that road we were 
just on!” and the other would 
gasp and say, “Oh, no! Don’t look! 
We are coming to an awful curve!” 
But he was forbearing and did 
manage to see some of the 
beautiful spots. 


But what warmed our hearts 
the most were the services. How 
obvious was the Spirit’s presence! 
With very little advertising, we 
found the building full in almost 
every case, andthe people at- 
tentive and responsive. Hundreds 
of them subscribed to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD at a 
special rate made during the trip, 
and all of them were deeply im- 
pressed with the need for revival 
and seemed determined to work 
towarg that end. Af each service 
there was a good representation 
of the pastors present, and they 
too were enthusiastic in their sup- 
port of the plans for the two-state- 
wide revival crusade, to be held 
in the fall months. In almost every 
case plans were made immediately 
for the preliminary committee to 
be set up and work begun. Seeing 
the way the Lord is moving and 
working in the hearts of people 
there, our hearts could not help 
but ery out for more-.workers to 
help and for more prayers in this 
gigantic undertaking by Dr. Rice 
and the National Laymen’s Evan- 
gelistic Association and the co- 
operating pastors in each city. 
Certainly the field is white and 
with much prayer, the Lord will- 
ing, we will reach the goal of 
25,000 souls in this two-state re- 
vival crusade. 


One service was especially 
blessed and typical of the unmis- 
takable working of the Lord. With 
little opportunity for advertising 
and on short notice, the church in 
asmallcommunity was completely 
filled. There were probably twenty 
preachers present, many of whom 
had come from some distance to 
hear Dr. Rice in a three o'clock 
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service on Sunday afternoon. Our 
hearts were stirred as we heard 
one of them pray. “Lord, You 
know how long we have yearned 
to meet this man, and You know 
how we woke up in the night 
praying for him just last week,” 


Dr. Rice here, as in other 
Services, outlined the plan for the 
series of ~ union revivals and 


stressed the importance of gather- 
ing all the churches together for 
union revivals. He showed that all 
orthodox Christians agree on 
ninety-five per cent of the main 
doctrines and that the most im- 
portant thing is soulwinning: he 
showed how 


approximately one- 
third of the converts in every 
large union campaign have no 
church preference at all—that is, 


many of them have never been to 
a Protestant church, have had no 
church background, and often 
their parents had no church con- 
nections at all. It is these people 
that a union revival held in a neu- 
tral auditorium and sponsored by 
all the churches in town, not just 
noe group, will reach. As Dr. Rice 
suggested that the preachers 
dedicate themselves anew, some 
preachers were already coming 
to the front, many with tears, 
and one said, “Preacher, let’s 
quit preaching about it and 
start praying for it!’ The prayers 
were sweet and simple and from 
the heart, and. one could not help 
but feel that the work of revivals 
had begun already in that com- 
munity. 

In every place people seemed 
hungry for revival. Though the 
main emphasis was revival, lost 
people were present in many 
cases and an invitation was given. 
Lives were dedicated for full-time 
service. some came to join the 
church, and souls were saved. In 
a blessed service in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, two girls came 
with tears and were happily 
saved. In Greensboro, North Caro- 
lina, a boy brought nine fellow 
students and won the prize, Dr. 
Rice’s book, PRAYER—Asking 
and Receiving, for bringing the 
most people. Of the nine teen-aged 
boys he had brought with him, 
seven were gloriously saved and 
left the service triumphantly,.car- 
rying sample copies of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 

One of the things that has re- 
mained in our minds the most 
strongly is the need for prayer. 
There are so many details involved 
that cannot be imagined by one 
who is not actually on the scene. 
We believe you will be abundantly 
repaid for your part in this effort 
if you will make these revivals a 
matter of daily prayer. Pray for 
the evangelists who will be touring 
the cities not yet reached, holding 
one-night services, enlisting pas- 
tors and explaining the _ revival 
plans. Pray for the advance men, 
headed by Dr. Rice’s own personal 
representative, William F. Mann, 
as they work with the committees 
in the towns where revivals are 
already being planned. Pray for 
the committees as they secure 
auditoriums, publicity, anq attend 
to the thousand details that must 
be completed behind the scenes 
before a large union campaign can 
be undertaken. Pray for the 
National Laymen’s Evangelistic 


i“ 


Write Us Your Desires 


(Anything) Maybe we can fur- 
nish it at a bargain— 


Fortune & Co.---Sperry, Okla. 


l xapotiaition who has so much re- 


sponsibility in the enlistment and 
making of contacts. Pray espec- 
ially for Dr. Rice—for his physical 
strength, for wisdom in making | 
hundreds of decisions, for the | 
heavy financial burden he bears, | 
and for the power of the Holy 
Spirit upon him. Pray for the 
twenty-two evangelists, the lead- 
ng soul winners in America, who, 
if committees of pastors call them, 
will be holding these proposed 
fifty campaigns in the principal 
cities and towns in the Carolinas 
during the fall months. 


there 
amount of 
most of it yet to 
be done, that it would be doomed 
to certain failure without’ the 
supernatural] help of the Lord. But 


It is a huge undertaking, 
is such a tremendous 
work involved, 


He is helping and we know He will 
continue. We believe this will 
the most wonderful thing America 
hag seen in the way of evangelism 
in recent years. And you can have 
a part in this breath-taking, gi- 
gantic task. Right now stop and 
pray for God's blessing on the 
‘Carolina crusade. Then make it a 
matter of daily prayer, 

Back in the office after a 
strenuous thirteen days, we are 
still enjoying the trip. We find we 
went through seven states 
(through corners of three of them 
in five minutes!) We look for- 
ward to being back in the work 
in the Carolinas. Since Dr. Rice 
will be there in campaigns and in 
one-night stands about five months 
out of the next seven. Viola will’ 
go back to Charlotte to set up his 
office in conjunction with the 
N.L.E.A. office there, and Grace 
will be with Dr. Rice on the field. 
Together we hope to be able to 
help him keep copy prepared for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
answer his mail which sometimes 
runs to fifty personal letters a 
day to be answered (not counting 
the publishers’ business mail) and 
keep up the heavy duties connect- 
ed with Dr. Rice’s direction of the 
crusade of revival campaigns, Be- 
sides, that we must keep books on 
all the financial matters Dr. Rice 
handles away from the Sword of- 
fice, keep up his check book stubs 


and help him keep in touch with 
all the business connected with 
the home office. I, Grace, his 


promotion literature and do proof- 
reading. I, Viola, secretary for 
twelve years, must be mainly re- 
sponsible for Dr. Rice’s'§ mail. 
Pray for us, too. 


You Don't Need 
a Pick-Axe to 
Find These Treasures 


(Continued from Page 1) 


parable book: 

Pearls of Paradise. This 
famous Chautauqua address by 
“The Little Giant,’ Clinton N. 
Howard, who was the chairman 
of Wilson's World Peace Commis- 
sion, is now president of the In- 
ternational Reform Association of 
Washington, D. C. This message 
was greatly loved by the late Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan, who insisted 
and insisted until it was put in 
print by the author. He even had 
the speaker make a special trip 
so his invalid wife could hear it! 

The Finnish Gold Story is, we 
think, the richest thing ever writ- 
ten by the late S. D. Gordon, 
author of the “Quiet Talks” ser- 
ies of books. It is the thrilling 
account of an actual miracle, 
literal a miracle as that of Jesus 
in multiplying the loaves and 
fishes or turning water into wine 
—a miracle attested by careful, 
scientific check, a miraculous an- 
swer to prayer that will melt your 
heart. This chapter alone ap- 
peared as a clothbound book but 
is here given as only one of 21 


Are You Burdened for Souls? 
You Can Do Something 


About It 

Passing out God’s Word in 
tract form is an ideal way of 
making the Lord Jesus Christ 
known. We will send 1,000 of 
our assorted gospel _ tracts, 
printed on various colored pa- 
per for $1.00 postpaid, 
WRITE TODAY! WHY WAIT! 


GLAD TIDINGS BEARERS 
5642 


is the 


as 


N. Maplewood Ave. 
Dept, L Chicago 45, Ulinois 


daughter and pianist, must write | 


be | 


) 


Recently on my return from 
some evangelistic meetings in 
Canada I found on my desk a 
copy of The Sword of the Lord 
which is edited by my good and 
unselfish friend, Evangelist 
John R,. Rice. In this April 15 
issue Dr, Rice made a special 
appeal to Christian people in 
behalf of our financial needs in 
connection with the building of 
1 great Christian university at 
Greenville, S. C. I do appre- 
ciate more than Dr. Rice or any 
Christian friends can know the 
wonderful cooperation of Dr. 
Rice aud other such wonderful 
Christians. I wish to assure 
you (and the Lord is my judge 
as I write these lines) that this 
expansion work is 


2 Bacon 
service which we are trying to 


my son and I have many more 
open doors for evangelistic serv- 
ice and other type Christian 
work than we can possibly en- 
ter. We could live our own 
individua) lives, provide our- 
selves an adequate financial in- 
come and get off this terrible 
strain on which both he and I 
and our wives have to live sim- 
ply because we will not turn 
back from the door of Chris- 
tian service which our Heaven- 
ly Father has opened to Bob 
Jones College. 


Both my son and I are will- 
ing to carry all the burden that 
God wills to put upon us. 
are not praying for lighter bur- 


same blessed Bible that says, 
“Bear ye one another's bur- 
dens,” .also says, “Let every 


man bear his own burden,” My 
son and I are bearing our in- 


dividual] burdens, But the bur- 
den of the responsibility of 
training Christian leaders in 
these terrible days of moral 
looseness is not just our bur- 
den. It is the burden of all of 


Please Read and Heed What Dr. Bcb Jones, Founder of Bob 
Jones Coilege, Cleveland, Tennessee, Says in This Article 


render at this time of such 
great spiritual need. We have’ 
no selfish axe to grind. Both 


We | 


dens. We are praying for 
stronger shoulders and for 
heavier burdens to carry. We 
have no desire to be a burden 
to any of God’s people. The 


Many of you who read this 
icle have children. Some of 
you have grandchildren. And 
ail of us who are Christians 
have a Savior who died on the 
‘ross to save us and to Whom 
we have committed our lives to 


follow wheresoever He may 
lead. 
My Christian friends, to be 


honest with you, since this is 
as much your problem and as 
much your responsibility as it 
is ours, I think that all of you 
ought to help us. In the next 
few weeks the burden will get 
heavier and heavier. So far we 
have been able to Keep going. 
We believe God is going to 
supply the financial needs to 
complete the first unit of the 


present plant now under con- 
struction. We have faith in 
God, we have faith in you 


Christian people. You will not 
let us down, 


| 


| Now, I am asking you to 
send at once some contribution 
toward the building program. 
Make as large a contribution as 
'you can make, but make some 
_contribution, You won’t fail us, 
\[ know. Pray for us and ask 
all your Christian friends to 
pray for us.. Prayer can not 
solve the problem, God can 
solve the problem, But prayer 
gives contact with God. He 
‘says it is His will that men 
pray everywhere, God wants 
us to ask Him. So you join us 
in the asking. But help God 
answer your own prayer by 
imaking a gift of some amount. 
Remembery it is money we need 
'to pay for building material and 
to pay the men whe work on the 
buildings. So you can help God 
|answer the prayers that are go- 
ing up to Him by sending a fi- 
nancial] contribution. You can 
also get your friends to help 
|'God answer your prayers. You 
‘can ask your friends who are 
able to help financially to send 
a gift. We are expecting to 
hear from you, 


BOB JONES 


masterpiece chapters. 


The late Dr. R. L. Moyer’s clas- | 


Bible The 
War, 


up 


study, 
is 
problems in 


and 
Christian and 
will 
many minds. 
ing story of triumph through 
hardship is A Thrilling Christmas 


sic eSSAYV 


and clear 


on the Frontier by a preacher's 
wife. 
Canon Dyson Hague’s heart- 


stirring gem, “The Wonder of the 
Book, and Sam Moris’ My Moth- 
er’s Bible will make you love and 
trust and delight in the Bible as 
you never did before. 

Dr. F. D. Whitesell, professor 
of evangelism in the Northern 
Baptist Seminary, says that Dr. 
B. H. Carroll's autobiographical 
sketch, My Infidelity and What 
Became of It, is one of the great- 
est sermons ever preached, 


Dr. Hyman Appelman’s sermon, 
The Jew in History and Destiny, 
was, as- measured by the calls for 
extra copies, the most popular 
single message this famous evan- 
gelist has ever had in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 

We think the last three mes- 
sages in the book, written by 
the editor of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, will be very sweet to 
your heart. Unseen Resources 
Should open your eyes to unseen 
angels of protection like’ those 
that surrounded Elisha at Dothan, 
reveal to you undetected wells of 
living water like that provided 
for Hagar in the desert, and show 
you all about you the loving pro- 


included | 


A tentler and cheer- | 


| vision and care of God. 
Blessings Through Trouble wil 
| answer many a troubled “Why?”, 
and the Bible study on Judas Is- 
gives the greatest picture 
of the traitor-apostle that many, 
they say, have ever read. It ig 
filled with dreadful warning and 
tender appeal for the sinner. 
Again let us say that the book 
is a classic. Every one of the 
21 chapters is a gem. The pirates’ 
treasure chest printed on the 
jacket of this great book, with its 
glittering gems and jewels and 
gold, is not as rich as the contents 
the reader will find for his de 
hght and eternal profit in the 
Sword BOOK OF TREASURES. 
Remember, the editor of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD has chos- 
en the richest stories, essays, ora- 
tions, sermons and _e testimonies 
from the pages of over 600 copies 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
in twelve years. These then were 
winnowed, checked, tested. The 
reviewers are writing us of how 
they read with tears and a lump 
in the throat and many thanks- 
givings to God for these really 
great chapters. Nearly 400 
pages, richly bound, wrapped in 
a beautiful colored jacket. And 
the price? Only 


| Cariot 
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SALVATION TRACTS 


rHAT THE LORD HAS USED 
5@0 Assorted tor $1.00 
Samples Upon Request 


Galilee Tract Society 


Dept, 8 
2954 N. Damen Ave. Chicago 18, 
em ae ee 


=: >a + 


im. 
ane 


are reported to be desperate . 
legally are in real want. 
of desperation. Many pastors and 
doors of American quarters in 
it home for their children to eat. 


We have hundreds of individual 
help from Christian America .. . 


1844 W. Monroe St., Room 4 
Chicago 12, IIL, U.S. A. 


Conditions in Europe 


. « These whe will not steal or trade fi- 


The need of Christians is reaching the point 
preachers are lining up at the back 
Germany te catch the garbage and take 


Your prayers backed 
will help to relieve the sufferings of many—men, women, children . , ,» 
Send your centribution joyfully because you are able to give, to the 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. 
DR. F. J. MILES, International Secretary 


Write for “The Friend of Russians” for Details 


names of displaced persons expecting 
up by your gifts 


73 Adelaide St., W., Room 227, 
Toronto 1, Ontaric, Canada 
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How Many of These Do You Have? 


Below we list ten clothbound books, nine written by and one partly written by 
Evangelist John R. Rice. We believe that these books by Dr. Rice are reaching more 
people, moving more hearts, stirring more revivals, winning more souls, than those of 
any other orthodox, fundamental writer with whom we are acquainted. Therefore 
we in this publishing office urge you to check over the books advertised on this 
page and order any you do not have as soon as possible. Their strong use of Scrip- 
ture, their fervor, their simple, readable style, their Holy Spirit power are the gift 
of God and we believe after reading one of them you will want every one, for the 
others are equally good. We suggest that you pick some of them up at your book 
seller’s today, or order from the publisher while the matter is before you. What 
great blessings God has brought to many by these books! 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
D.D., Litt. D. 


PRAYER—Asking and Receiving 


The heart of Christian living is prayer and Bible study. 
Neglect this, and the heart grows cold, spiritual things 
begin to lose their appeal, and the pull of the things of 
the world will begin to be felt. Get this book and learn 
how to pray in the will of God, grow in faith, really get 
things from God and live the joyful life of daily answered 


A Bible manual of 22 chapters, 381 large pages. 


THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and Children 


“Every Christian parent who reads this 380-page hand- 
book on vital subjects will be thankful that Dr. Rice 
has had the courage, energy, perseverance, and grace 
to write it. It is probably one of the best and most 
complete discussions of these topics from the Bible view- 


prayer. Shows and makes you believe the God of } 
Elijah still lives and answers prayer today and that § 
you, too, can ask and receive 

328 Pages 

Price 

CHARTER TITLES 


point that has been written—certainly in recent years, 
It is marked by tenderness, sympathy, warmth of feel- 
ing, and a sense of humor, and yet strict adherence to 
the Scriptures,” says Sunday School Times. 

Includes marriage certificate, family record, .Madonna. 
like picture of the author’s wife and baby. Ideal gift, 


-AS . Beautiful red cloth stamped in gold, ~ 
i d rayer-Hearing God 10. Praying in the Will of God Attr ; ; 
o Ww Reade ayit I vod. ractiv acket. Pric OEY wactces TTL . ae 
2. W hy Pray? it. Definite Praying 6 ene eas si Sn 
i. tne Anes tee +s tae CHAPTER TITLES 

; Answer to Prayer Is 13. Just Pray! 

Receiving 14. Praying ae 1. Marriage and Home. 8. Letter to a Young Husband. 16. Teaching Children the Bible, 
5. Praying for Daily Bread 15. Why Fast amd Pan y? ) 2. Courtship and the Danger 9. Normal Sex Life in Mar- 17.-Winning Children to Christ, 
6. Asking Bread for Sinners 16. Ble Prayere te an Aimichty of Petting. riage. i8. Character Building in the 
7. Praying for Healing God i Sat ‘a = 19 # . are —s 3. Principles of a Successful 10. The BlAsing of Children, Home. 
‘. Praying for Healing Cont'd i7. Does God Work Miracles >) Sreniiediadiaas “" on dg and Happy Marriage 11. Birth Control 19. Cooperating with Church, 
9. Praying for Anything and Today” - —" : - a es to rayer. 4. Some Things That Should 12. Correction and Discipline School and Community. 

Everything You Want {8 Miracles Toda ine? on. @ : fi "Po Delay Marriage. of Children. 20. Adultery, the Ruin of Mare 

reaies 'seeay. * athe el. The Sin of Prayerlesshess 5. Some Should Never Marry. 13. ‘‘Honor Thy Father and riage and Morals. 
—— 6. Man, God's Deputy as Thy Mother.’’ 21. Divorce, the Wreck of 
Head of the Home. 14. Family Worship in the Marriage. 
TE 


HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL ee ee Dee ae Sie ‘oo 
By RICE, APPELMAN, HANKINS, HENDLEY, JONES and WELLS ae ——$<—$—$—_—__—_— - 

: TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 
Doctrinal teaching with real appeal, Read this book to 
really understand the major doctrines of our faith, OUR 
HOPE says: “Each message offers interesting reading 
and burns with zeal for souls.” Introduction by Dr, 
Robert G. Lee. 
Contents: 1. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible. 2. Scien- 
tific Accuracy of the Bible. 3. The Universal Malady, 
Sin. 4. Double Theme of all the Prophets. 5. “Paul’s 
Gospel” or “Kingdom Gospel.” 6. The Love of the Spirit, 
7. Can a Saved Person Ever Be Lost? 8. Sunday or 
Sabbath? 9. Is There Literal, Physical Fire in Hell? 
10. Is the Torment in Hell Eternal? 11. “Churches” and 
“The Church.” 12. Jesus May Come Today. 

A large book, cloth bound, beautiful jacket, 

$99 Pages 


177 Large Pages “1 50 
; Pane - 0 nb 0 660 6 068 + 
Wee Ss eéees is .00 wake 


— , ms nn REVIVAL APPEALS 
THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN 


“Here is evangelistic preaching with all the fine pas- 
sion, humor and drama of Dwight Moody. A book for 
the backslidden—-and the careless who stand in peril 
of backsliding. Twelve sermons that bless and burn—- 
and challenge mightly.”"—CHRISTIAN HERALD. 

Contents: (1) The Ruin of a Christian, (2) Lukewarm- 
ness, (3) God's Slaughter Crew, (4) The Curse of Hidden 
Sins, (5) The Sin of Lying, (6) “Break Up Your Fallow 
Ground, and Sow Not Among Thorns,” (7) The Seven- 
fold Sin of Those Who Do Not Win Souls, (8) “Speak Not 
Evil One of Another, Brethren,” (9) Judge Not! (10) “Be 
Ye Not Unequally Yoked Together with Unbelievers,” 
(11) Washing Dirty Feet, (12) A New Start, Lovely or- 
ange cloth binding, stamped in gold, illustrated jacket. 


178 Pages *| 50 


Price only 


Dr. Oswald J, Smith, pastor Peoples Church, Torronto, 
said: “Here is a textbook on revival for which Christians 
everywhere have eagerly been waiting. As I read it, 
my heart was stirred again as in revival days of years 
ago. If it could be put into the hands of pastors 
throughout the country, there would be local church re- 
vivals everywhere and the way would ‘be paved for great 
unton campaigns ... Here are messages on the kind, 
the plan, and the cost of revival; on the place of prayer 
and preaching in revival; on the work of the Holy spirit 
and the problem of sin in connection with revival work, 
Here, too, are instructions in detail on organization, 
preparation, advertising and music for revival. There 
are altogether twenty-five addresses, each one a pas- 
sionate appeal for real, old-fashioned, Heaven-sent re- 
vival.” 


Here are evangelistic messages both sharp and tender, 
both Scriptural and fervent, tremendously used of God 
in large scale revival campaigns in some principal cities 
in\ America. God has used these messages to the sal- 
vation of thousands of souls. This book will set revival 
fires burning. 

CHAPTER TITLES 
1. When God’s Patience Wears Out. 
2 “Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out.” 
2 What Jesus Said About Hell, 
4. Will a Loving God Send a Sinner to Hell? 
5. Hell—Keep Out! 
6. Religious but Lost. 
7. A Good Man Lost and a Bad Man Saved. 
8 The Criminal Who Wanted Another Chance. 
9. How a Lost Sheep Got Home. 14. Neglect: the Shortest Way to 
10 
11 
12 
13 


. “Come Unto Me.” Hell. 
15. “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
2. “It Is Finished.” 16. Missing God's Last Train for 


3. No Room for Jesus. Heaven, 


. Facing the Pierced Jesus. 


—— 


THE COMING KINGDOM OF CHRIST 


An excellent gift! A truly remarkable book on 
prophecy, showing that God’s promise to Abraham, to 
the nation Israel, to the land of Palestine and the city 
of Jerusalem are all to be fulfilled literally; that the 
Jews were not mistaken in expecting Christ to restore 
the Jewish kingdom, Why the kingdom was postponed. 
Plain Scripture statements that -Christ will set up a 
kingdom on this earth and reign for a thousand years 
and that saints of all ages will live on earth in resur- 
rected, glorified bodies. Final chapter is on how to get 
ready for Christ’s coming. After you read it you want 
ill your friends to have it. Cloth bound, 


148 Large Pages ri 25 
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THE SCARLET SIN—And Other Revival Sermons 


Book of 12 most popular sermons taken down word for 
word as given before great audiences all over America, 
It is a beautiful and distinctive gift, a book to be treas- 
ured by ministers, a stirring book for young people, 4 
book that lost sinners will read with deep interest be- 
cause of its beauty and the striking sermon topics, 
CHAPTER TITLES 

1. The Scarlet Sin and the Roads That Lead to It. 

2. All of Satan’s Apples Have Worms, 

3. The Four Biggest Fools in Town. 

4. Why God Hardened Pharaoh's Heart. 

5. The Unpardonable Sin. 7. A One-Man Salvation, 
6. The Worth of a Soul. 8. Peter and Jesus, 
9 
10 


216 Pages. Clothbound. Sa. 
Price only . . | 50 


. An Old-Fashioned, Fire-From-Heaven Revival. 
..The Unvarying God. 

11. The Fulness of the Spirit. 

12. Spectators in the Heavenly Grandstand. 


riba, hates ° 1 
WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT OF THEIR CLOSETS 


“Eleven sermons Of the fiery, evangelistic type, so char-. 
acteristic of Dr. Rices ministry, are contained in this new 
book, Simple in language and style, abundant in striking 
illustrations, these sermons are unusually heart-searching 
in their dealing with many of life’s problems. You will be 
blessed in-reading them; and then you will want to pass 
on the book to your unsaved friends.’’—The Pilot, 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED...” 


Retiring, a Nebraska man reached to his bedside table 
for a book, read a sermon, “The Exceeding Abundantly 
Able God.” Challenged, he asked God for proof. Within 
a week he was appointed to a state job, his income dou- 
bled, and he has been telling how God is able to answer 
prayer. The book hg read was “And God Remembered 
.«. ” The other sermon titles are: “And God Remem- 
bered ...’ ” “Tears in Heaven,’ “Behold the Man!” 
“Where Is the Lord God of Elijah?” “The Torn Veil.” 
All six of these devétional, Bible teaching sermons are 
rich and unusual, have changed many lives. 45,000 pub- 
lished! Each sermon illustrated. Cloth, Beautiful jacket, 
purple on orchid picture. Ideal gift, 123 pages. 


Cloth *1.00 


Leatherette paper 
COVOE cceceseseeeeseeeossed 50c 


“The messages have the old-time ring of the old-time 
evangelist, and that is what we need in these days. These 
messages in printed form will do great good. I pray that 
they may have a wide circulation.’’—Bob Jones, Sr., D.D. 


LL.D. | 
Cloth =... 1.50 
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